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PRS 1.1 Conservation Plans 
 

  
 

Report Purpose:  This report shows the number of conservation plans with at least one practice reported as planned and/or 
applied during the selected fiscal year in PRS.  Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, CNMPs, land 
use, and agency.  This report provides a count of the number conservation plans where a conservation practice(s) was 
reported as planned or applied based on the selection criteria.   

The conservation practices in the conservation plan are frequently applied with assistance from one or more programs. 
Where more than one program is used to apply practices in the conservation plan on the same land unit, each program 
receives credit. The “None Selected” program choice represents the unique number of conservation plans planned or 
applied, regardless of the conservation programs. Therefore, the sum of the amounts listed by program may exceed the 
unique amount shown under the “None Selected” program choice.  

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database (NCP) and Performance Results System (PRS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 



Land Use: The report can show the number of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  
“None Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for 
NRCS Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers.  
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: Designates the type of plans displayed on the report, both planned and applied in the current fiscal year. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 



Map Description: The map shows color shades based on the number of conservation plans with practices reported as 
planned or applied.  The map area defaults to County.  Map areas other than county are only available on the individual 
State basis. 

Uses: The report counts the number of conservation plans with a practice reported as planned or applied in the current 
fiscal year to the PRS. Provides a picture of where the activity is occurring in the country.   

Cautions: Reported number of plans is not intended to convey aerial extent of conservation planning or application; data 
are continually under evaluation and are subject to change without notice. (See Data Quality and Validation section) 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Plans Planned: The number of conservation plans with at least one practice reported as planned in 
the current fiscal year. To trigger a CNMP Planned, a practice code (100) must be planned within the fiscal year. 

Conservation Plans Applied: The number of conservation plans with at least one practice reported as applied in 
the current fiscal year. To trigger a CNMP Applied, a practice code (100) must be reported applied within the fiscal 
year. 

Plan Types: The conservation plans are categorized into two plan types, Comprehensive Nutrient Management 
Plan (CNMP) or non-CNMP. Practice code (100) CNMP is used to identify the CNMP plan type. The conservation 
plan must include practice code 100 for designation as a CNMP plan. 

Agency: Reporting categories are differentiated by the entry “Worked Performed By” as selected in Toolkit or 
PRS.   

 

 

 



PRS 1.2 Conservation Plan Acres 

  
 

Report Purpose:  This report shows the number of land unit acres for conservation plans with at least one practice reported 
as planned and/or applied during the selected fiscal year in PRS. Report selection criteria include location, program, time 
period, plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency.  This report counts land unit acres by the program selected in 
Toolkit or PRS where a practice is reported as planned or applied.  Since a land unit may have multiple practices applied 
utilizing more than one conservation program, each program is credited the total land unit acres.  Program category “None 
Selected” represents unique land unit acres for conservation plans with practices reported as planned or applied. Therefore, 
the sum of the amounts listed by program may exceed the unique amount shown under the “None Selected” program 
choice.  

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database (NCP) and Performance Results System (PRS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 



Land Use: The report can show the land unit acres of conservation plans that have a practice reported as planned and 
applied for NRCS designated land uses.  “None Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the 
National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: Designates the type of plans displayed on the report, both planned and applied in the current fiscal year. 



Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: Display maps showing color shades for any available geographic granularity based on a scale for number 
of acres reported. 

Uses: This report displays the total number of land unit acres of conservation plans with a practice reported as planned or 
applied in the current fiscal year to the PRS. It provides a picture of where the activity is occurring in the country.   

Cautions: This report provides only a cumulative acreage count of planning and application by a fiscal year and does not 
provide multiple year data.  No comparison should be made to Series 6 Performance Reports. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Plan Acres Planned: The number of land unit acres for conservation plans with a least one 
practice reported as planned in the current fiscal year. To trigger a CNMP Planned, a practice code (100) must be 
planned within the fiscal year. 

Conservation Plan Acres Applied: The number of land unit acres for conservation plans with a least one practice 
reported as applied in the current fiscal year. To trigger a CNMP Applied, a practice code (100) must be reported 
applied within the fiscal year. 

Plan Types: The conservation plans are categorized into two plan types, Comprehensive Nutrient Management 
Plan (CNMP) or non-CNMP. Practice code (100) CNMP is used to identify the CNMP plan type. The conservation 
plan must include practice code 100 for designation as a CNMP plan. 

Agency: Reporting categories are differentiated by the entry “Worked Performed By” as selected in Toolkit or 
PRS.   

 



PRS1.3 Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans (CNMP’s)  

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the number of Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans (CNMP’s), 
Written reported as a PRS Field Level Measure.  Selection criteria include Program, Agency, and cumulative fiscal year 
data. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
 
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 



 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: Default setting is CNMP’s Written (Number)  

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: Display maps showing color shades for any available geographic granularity based on a scale for 
numbers of CNMP’s written. 

Uses: The report counts the number of written CNMP’s reported in PRS. Provides a picture of where the activity is occurring 
in the country. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at www.nrcs.usda.gov/PRS 

Definitions: 

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP): A conservation plan that is unique to animal feeding 
operations. It includes a set of conservation practices and management activities that address natural resource 
concerns dealing with manure and organic by-products, and their potential impacts on water quality. A CNMP 
addresses the following elements: 1. Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage; 2. Land Treatment Practices; 
3. Nutrient Management; 4. Recordkeeping; 5. Feed Management; and, 6. Other Utilization Activities. A CNMP 
would be constructed to meet specific criteria for the first four elements. The last two elements are planning 
considerations and do not have a specific set of criteria associated with them. 

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Systems Written: The number of comprehensive nutrient  
management plans (CNMP’s) written. A CNMP (conservation plan for an animal feeding operation) is a  
grouping of conservation practices and management activities that, when implemented as part of a  
conservation system, help ensure that production and natural resource protection goals are achieved.  

Practice Standards: CNMP’s are reported as written (Field Level Measure) when the plan meets the 
requirements for a CNMP as outlined in National Planning Procedures Handbook, Subpart B, Part 600.51.  
CNMP’s are reported as applied when CNMP code (100) has been reported as applied, according to NRCS 
standards and specifications. 

Agency: Reporting categories are differentiated by the entry “Worked Performed By” as selected in Toolkit or 
PRS.   

 

 

 

 



PRS 2.1 Air Quality 

  

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Air Quality. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, plan/applied, 
CNMP, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  



 

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Atmospheric Resource Quality Management. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 



Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG’s) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Atmospheric Resource Management Quality (370): A combination of treatments to manage resources that 
maintain or improve atmospheric quality. 

Cross Wind Trap Ridges (589A):  Ridges formed by tillage of planting and aligned across the prevailing wind 
erosion direction. 

Cross Wind Trap Strips (589C): Herbaceous cover resistant to wind erosion established in one or more strips across 
the prevailing wind erosion direction. 
 

Herbaceous Wind Barriers (603): Herbaceous vegetation established in rows or narrow strips in the field across 
the prevailing wind direction. 

Windbreak Establishment (380): Linear plantings of single or multiple rows of trees or shrubs or sets of linear 
plantings that are established for environmental reasons. 

Windbreak Restoration (650):  Replacing, releasing and/or removing selected trees and shrubs or rows within an 
existing windbreak or shelterbelt, adding rows to the windbreak or shelterbelt or removing selected tree and shrub 
branches. 



PRS 2.2 Channel and Streambank Stabilization 

  

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Streambank Stabilization. Report selection criteria include location, program, time 
period, plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 



 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Streambank and Shoreline Protection (580) (ft). 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 



Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Channel Stabilization (584): Measure(s) used to stabilize the bed or bottom of a channel. 

Channel Vegetation (322): Establishing and maintaining vegetative cover on channel banks, berms, spoil, and 
associated areas. 

Clearing and Snagging (326): Removing snags, drifts, or other obstructions from a channel or drainage way. 

Obstruction Removal (500): Removal and disposal of unwanted, unsightly or hazardous buildings, structures, 
vegetation, landscape features, and other materials. 

Streambank and Shoreline Protection (580): Treatment(s) used to stabilize and protect banks of streams or 
constructed channels, and shorelines of lakes, reservoirs, or estuaries. 



PRS 2.3 Fisheries 

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Fisheries. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, plan/applied, 
land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  



 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: Default map selected reflects Fishpond Management (399) (no). 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 



Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership. T 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or eFOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Commercial Fishponds (397): A water impoundment constructed and managed for commercial aquaculture 
production. 

Fishpond Management (399): Managing impounded water for the production of fish or other aquatic organisms 
(non-commercial use). 

Fish Passage (396): Modification or removal of barriers that restrict or prevent movement or migration of fish. 

Fish Raceway or Tank (398): A channel or tank with a continuous flow of water constructed or used for high-
density fish production. 



2.4 Forestry/Agroforestry 

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Forestry and Agroforestry. Report selection criteria include location, program, time 
period, plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  



 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Forest Stand Improvement. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership. Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution 
trends in service provided to customers by the conservation partnership. 



Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Alley Cropping (311): Trees or shrubs planted in a set or series of single or multiple rows with agronomic, 
horticultural crops or forages produced in the alleys between the rows of woody plants. 

Firebreak (394): A strip of bare land or vegetation that retards fire. 

Forest Site Preparation (490): Treating areas to improve site conditions for establishing a forest. 

Forest Stand Improvement (666): The manipulation of species composition, stand structure and stocking by 
cutting or killing selected trees and understory vegetation. 

Prescribed Burning (338): Applying controlled fire to a predetermined area. 

Recreation Area Improvement (562): Establishing grasses, legumes, vines, shrubs, trees, or other plants or 
selectively reducing stand density and trimming woody plants to improve an area for recreation. 

Riparian Forest Buffer (391): An area of predominantly trees and/or shrubs located adjacent to and up-gradient 
from watercourses or water bodies. 

Tree/Shrub Establishment (612): Establishing woody plants by planting seedlings or cuttings, direct seeding, or 
natural regeneration. 

Tree/Shrub Pruning (660): Removing all or parts of selected branches or leaders from trees and shrubs. 

Use Exclusion (472): Excluding animals, people or vehicles from an area. 

Windbreak/Shelterbelt (380, 650): Linear plantings of single or multiple rows of trees or shrubs or sets of linear 
plantings. And also, replacing, releasing, and/or removing selected trees and shrubs or rows within an existing 
windbreak or shelterbelt, adding rows to the windbreak or shelterbelt or removing selected tree and shrub 
branches. 

Forestland Re-established or Improved (666, 612): The manipulation of species composition, stand structure 
and stocking by cutting or killing selected trees and understory vegetation. 

 

 

 



2.5 Grazing/Forages 

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Grazing and Forages. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, 
plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  



 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Prescribed Grazing. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Brush Management (314): Removal, reduction or manipulation of non-herbaceous plants. 

Fence (382): A constructed barrier to animals or people. 

Firebreak (394): A strip of bare land or vegetation that retards fire. 

Forage Harvest Management (511): The timely cutting and removal of forages from the field as hay, green-chop 
or ensilage. 

Grazing Land Mechanical Treatment (548): Modifying physical soil and/or plant conditions with mechanical tools 
by treatments such as pitting, contour furrowing, and ripping or subsoiling. 

Heavy Use Area Protection (561): The stabilization of areas frequently and intensively used by people, animals 
or vehicles by establishing vegetative cover, by surfacing with suitable materials, and/or by installing needed 
structures. 

Pasture and Hay Planting (512): Establishing native or introduced forage species. 

Prescribed Grazing (528A): Managing the controlled harvest of vegetation with grazing animals. 

Prescribed Grazing (528): Managing the controlled harvest of vegetation with grazing animals. 

Range Planting (550): Establishment of adapted perennial vegetation such as grasses, forbs, legumes, shrubs 
and trees. 

Use Exclusion (472): Excluding animals, people or vehicles from an area. 

Pipeline (516): Pipeline having an inside diameter of 8 inches or less. 

Prescribed Burning (338): Applying controlled fire to a predetermined area.



2.6 Irrigation System Application 

  

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Irrigation System Application. Report selection criteria include location, program, time 
period, plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  



 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Irrigation Water Management. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Anionic Polyacrylamide (PAM) Erosion Control (450): Erosion control through application of water-soluble 
anionic polyacrylamide (PAM). 

Irrigation System, Micro irrigation (441): An irrigation system for distribution of water directly to the plant root 
zone by means of surface or subsurface applicators. 

Irrigation System, Surface and Subsurface (443): A system in which all necessary water-control structures have 
been installed for the efficient distribution of water by surface means, such as furrows, borders, contour levees, or 
contour ditches, or by subsurface means. 

Irrigation System, Tailwater Recovery (447): A planned irrigation system in which all facilities utilized for the 
collection, storage, and transportation of irrigation tailwater for reuse have been installed. 

Irrigation System, Sprinkler (442): An irrigation system in which all necessary equipment and facilities are 
installed for efficiently applying water by means of nozzles operated under pressure. 

Irrigation Water Management (449): Irrigation water management is the process of determining and controlling 
the volume, frequency, and application rate of irrigation water in a planned, efficient manner. 

Toxic Salt Reduction (610): Reducing or redistributing the harmful concentrations of salt and/or sodium in a soil 
(sometimes referred to as leaching). 



2.7 Irrigation Water Conveyance 

                               
 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Irrigation Water Conveyance. Report selection criteria include location, program, time 
period, plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency.  

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  



 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Irrigation Water Conveyance, Pipeline. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Irrigation Canal or Lateral (320): A permanent channel constructed to convey irrigation water from the source of 
supply to one or more irrigated areas. 

Irrigation Field Ditch (388): A permanent irrigation ditch constructed in or with earth materials, to convey water 
from the source of supply to a field or fields in an irrigation system. 

Irrigation Land Leveling (464): Reshaping the surface of land to be irrigated to planned grades. 

Irrigation or Regulating Reservoir (552): A small storage reservoir constructed to regulate an irrigation water 
supply. 

Irrigation Storage Reservoir (436): An irrigation water storage structure made by constructing a dam, 
embankment, or pit. 

Irrigation Water Conveyance, Ditch and Canal Lining (428A-C): A fixed lining of impervious material installed in 
an existing or newly constructed irrigation field ditch or irrigation canal or lateral. 

Irrigation Water Conveyance, Pipeline, (430AA-HH): A pipeline and appurtenances installed in an irrigation 
system. 

Land Smoothing (466): Removing irregularities on the land surface. 

Pumping Plant (533): A pumping facility installed to transfer water for a conservation need. 

Structure for Water Control (587): A structure in a water management system that conveys water, controls the 
direction or rate of flow, maintains a desired water surface elevation or measures water. 



2.8 Land Treatment - Buffer 

   

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Land Treatment - Buffers. Report selection criteria include location, program, time 
period, plan/applied, CNMP, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  



 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Riparian Forest Buffer. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP): A conservation system that is unique to animal feeding 
operations. It includes a set of conservation practices and management activities that address natural resource 
concerns dealing with manure and organic by-products, and their potential impacts on water quality. A CNMP 
addresses the following elements: 1. Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage; 2. Land Treatment Practices; 
3. Nutrient Management; 4. Recordkeeping; 5. Feed Management; and, 6. Other Utilization Activities. A CNMP 
would be constructed to meet specific criteria for the first four elements. The last two elements are planning 
considerations and do not have a specific set of criteria associated with them. 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's 

Alley Cropping (311): Trees or shrubs planted in a set or series of single or multiple rows with agronomic, 
horticultural crops or forages produced in the alleys between the rows of woody plants. 
Contour Buffer Strips (332): Narrow strips of permanent, herbaceous vegetative cover established across the 
slope and alternated down the slope with parallel, wider cropped strips. 
Cross Wind Trap Strips (589C): Herbaceous cover resistant to wind erosion established in one or more strips 
across the prevailing wind erosion direction. 
Field Border (386): A strip of permanent vegetation established at the edge or around the perimeter of a field. 
Filter Strip (393): A strip or area of herbaceous vegetation situated between cropland, grazingland, or disturbed 
land (including forestland) and environmentally sensitive areas. 
Grassed Waterway (412): A natural or constructed channel that is shaped or graded to required dimensions and 
established with suitable vegetation. 
Hedgerow Planting (422): Establishment of dense vegetation in a linear design to achieve a natural resource 
conservation purpose. 
Herbaceous Wind Barrier (603): Herbaceous vegetation established in rows or narrow strips in the field across 
the prevailing wind direction. 
Riparian Forest Buffer (391): An area of predominantly trees and/or shrubs located adjacent to and up-gradient 
from watercourses or water bodies. 
Streambank and Shoreline Protection (580): Treatment(s) used to stabilize and protect banks of streams or 
constructed channels, and shorelines of lakes, reservoirs, or estuaries. 
Windbreak/Shelterbelt (380, 650): Linear plantings of single or multiple rows of trees or shrubs or sets of linear 
plantings. And also, replacing, releasing, and/or removing selected trees and shrubs or rows within an existing 
windbreak or shelterbelt, adding rows to the windbreak or shelterbelt or removing selected tree and shrub 
branches. 



2.9 Land Treatment - Surface Water Management 

   

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Land Treatment - Surface Water Management. Report selection criteria include location, 
program, time period, plan/applied, CNMP, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  



 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Terrace. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 



Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP): A conservation system that is unique to animal feeding 
operations. It includes a set of conservation practices and management activities that address natural resource 
concerns dealing with manure and organic by-products, and their potential impacts on water quality. A CNMP 
addresses the following elements: 1. Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage; 2. Land Treatment Practices; 
3. Nutrient Management; 4. Recordkeeping; 5. Feed Management; and, 6. Other Utilization Activities. A CNMP 
would be constructed to meet specific criteria for the first four elements. The last two elements are planning 
considerations and do not have a specific set of criteria associated with them. 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG’s. 

Diversion (362): A channel constructed across the slope generally with a supporting ridge on the lower side. 

Grassed Waterway (412): A natural or constructed channel that is shaped or graded to required dimensions and 
established with suitable vegetation. 

Lined Waterway or Outlet (468): A waterway or outlet having an erosion-resistant lining of concrete, stone, 
synthetic turf reinforcement fabrics, or other permanent material. 

Hillside Ditch (423): A channel that has a supporting ridge on the lower side constructed across the slope at 
defined vertical interval and gradient, with or without a vegetative barrier. 

Rock Barrier (555): A rock retaining wall constructed across the slope to form and support a bench terrace that 
will control the flow of water and check erosion on sloping land. 

Row Arrangement (557): A system of crop rows on planned grades and lengths. 

Terrace (600): An earth embankment, or a combination ridge and channel, constructed across the field slope. 

Vegetative Barriers (601): Permanent strips of stiff, dense vegetation along the general contour of slopes or 
across concentrated flow areas. 

Waterspreading (640): A system of dams, dikes, ditches, or other means of diverting or collecting runoff from 
natural channels, gullies, or streams and spreading it over relatively flat areas. 

 



2.10 Land Treatment - Tillage and Cropping 

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Land Treatment - Tillage and Cropping. Report selection criteria include location, 
program, time period, plan/applied, CNMP, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
 
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).   

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  



 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects residue management (329A, B, and C cumulatively). 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP): A conservation system that is unique to animal feeding 
operations. It includes a set of conservation practices and management activities that address natural resource 
concerns dealing with manure and organic by-products, and their potential impacts on water quality. A CNMP 
addresses the following elements: 1. Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage; 2. Land Treatment Practices; 
3. Nutrient Management; 4. Recordkeeping; 5. Feed Management; and, 6. Other Utilization Activities. A CNMP 
would be constructed to meet specific criteria for the first four elements. The last two elements are planning 
considerations and do not have a specific set of criteria associated with them. 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Conservation Crop Rotation (328): Growing crops in a recurring sequence on the same field. 

Contour Farming (330): Tillage, planting, and other farming operations performed on or near the contour of the 
field slope. 

Contour Orchard and Other Fruit Area (331): Planting orchards, vineyards, or small fruits so that all cultural 
operations are done on the contour. 

Cover Crop (340): Grasses, legumes, forbs, or other herbaceous plants established for seasonal cover and other 
conservation purposes. 

Cross Wind Ridges (589A): Ridges formed by tillage, planting or other operations and aligned across the 
prevailing wind erosion direction. 

Deep Tillage (324): Performing tillage operations below the normal tillage depth to modify the physical or chemical 
properties of a soil. 

Residue Management, No-Till/Strip Till (329A): Managing the amount, orientation and distribution of crop and 
other plant residues on the soil surface year-round, while growing crops in narrow slots, or tilled or residue free 
strips in soil previously untilled by full-width inversion implements. 



Residue Management, Mulch Till (329B): Managing the amount, orientation, and distribution of crop and other 
plant residue on the soil surface year-round, while growing crops where the entire field surface is tilled prior to 
planting. 

Residue Management, Ridge Till (329C): Managing the amount, orientation, and distribution of crop and other 
plant residues on the soil surface year-round, while growing crops on pre-formed ridges alternated with furrows 
protected by crop residue. 

Residue Management, (329A-C): The cumulative acreage of practice standards 329a, 329B, and 329C. 

Residue Management, Seasonal (344): Managing the amount, orientation, and distribution of crop and other 
plant residues on the soil surface during a specified period of the year, while planting annual crops on a clean-tilled 
seedbed, or when growing biennial or perennial seed crops. 

Stripcropping (585): Growing row crops, forages, small grains, or fallow in a systematic arrangement of equal 
width strips across a field. 

Surface Roughening (609): Performing tillage operations that create random roughness of the soil surface. 

Residue and Tillage Management, No Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed (329): Managing the amount, orientation and 
distribution of crop and other plant residues on the soil surface year-round, while growing crops in narrow slots, or 
tilled or residue free strips in soil previously untilled by full-width inversion implements.  

Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch Till (345): Managing the amount, orientation, and distribution of crop 
and other plant residue on the soil surface year-round, while growing crops where the entire field surface is tilled 
prior to planting. 

Residue and Tillage Management, Ridge Till (346): Managing the amount, orientation, and distribution of crop 
and other plant residues on the soil surface year-round, while growing crops on pre-formed ridges alternated with 
furrows protected by crop residue. 



2.11 Land Treatment - Vegetative Stabilization 

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Land Treatment - Vegetative Stabilization. Report selection criteria include location, 
program, time period, plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  



 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected Conservation Cover. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Channel Vegetation (322): Establishing and maintaining vegetative cover on channel banks, berms, spoil, and 
associated areas. 

Conservation Cover (327): Establishing and maintaining permanent vegetative cover to protect soil and water 
resources. 

Cover Crop (340): Grasses, legumes, forbs, or other herbaceous plants established for seasonal cover and other 
conservation purposes. 

Critical Area Planting (342): Establishing permanent vegetation on sites that have or are expected to have high 
erosion rates, and on sites that have physical, chemical or biological conditions that prevent the establishment of 
vegetation with normal practices. 

Mulching (484): Applying plant residues, by-products or other suitable materials produced off site, to the land 
surface. 

Riparian Herbaceous Cover (390): Riparian areas are ecosystems that occur along water courses or at the fringe 
of water bodies. Riparian herbaceous cover consists of grasses, grass-like plants and forbs. 

Soil Salinity Management-Nonirrigated (571): ) Management of land, water and plants to control subsurface soil 
water movement and to minimize accumulations of salts on the soil surface and in the root zone of non-irrigated 
saline seep areas. 



2.12 Manure/Wastewater - Handling & Storage 

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Manure and Wastewater - Handling and Storage. Report selection criteria include 
location, program, time period, plan/applied, CNMP, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  



 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Total Waste Storage. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 



Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP): A conservation system that is unique to animal feeding 
operations. It includes a set of conservation practices and management activities that address natural resource 
concerns dealing with manure and organic by-products, and their potential impacts on water quality. A CNMP 
addresses the following elements: 1. Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage; 2. Land Treatment Practices; 
3. Nutrient Management; 4. Recordkeeping; 5. Feed Management; and, 6. Other Utilization Activities. A CNMP 
would be constructed to meet specific criteria for the first four elements. The last two elements are planning 
considerations and do not have a specific set of criteria associated with them. 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Animal Mortality Facility (316): An on-farm facility for the treatment or disposal of livestock and poultry 
carcasses. 

Anaerobic Digester, Ambient or Controlled Temperature, (365, 366): An unheated waste treatment 
impoundment. And also, a managed temperature waste treatment facility. 

Closure of Waste Impoundment (360): The closure of waste impoundments (treatment lagoons and waste 
storage ponds), that are no longer used for their intended purpose, in an environmentally safe manner. 

Composting Facility (317): A facility to process raw manure or other raw organic by-products into biologically 
stable organic material. 

Constructed Wetland (656): A constructed shallow water ecosystem designed to simulate natural wetlands. 

Heavy Use Area Protection (561): The stabilization of areas frequently and intensively used by people, animals 
or vehicles by establishing vegetative cover, by surfacing with suitable materials, and/or by installing needed 
structures. 

Manure Transfer (634): A manure conveyance system using structures, conduits, or equipment. 

Pumping Plant (533): A pumping facility installed to transfer water for a conservation need. 

Roof Runoff Structure (558): Structures that collect, control, and transport precipitation from roofs. 

Waste Storage Facility (313): A waste storage impoundment made by constructing an embankment and/or 
excavating a pit or dugout, or by fabricating a structure. 



Waste Treatment Lagoon (359): A waste treatment impoundment made by constructing an embankment and/or 
excavating a pit or dugout. 

Waste Utilization (633): Using agricultural wastes such as manure and wastewater or other organic residues. 

Wastewater Treatment Strip (635): A treatment component of an agricultural waste management system 
consisting of a strip or area of herbaceous vegetation. 

Total Waste Storage (313, 317, 359): Cumulative number of practice codes 313, 317, and 358. 



2.13 Nutrient Management 

   

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Nutrient Management. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, 
plan/applied, CNMP, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  



 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Nutrient Management. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 



Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP): A conservation system that is unique to animal feeding 
operations. It includes a set of conservation practices and management activities that address natural resource 
concerns dealing with manure and organic by-products, and their potential impacts on water quality. A CNMP 
addresses the following elements: 1. Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage; 2. Land Treatment Practices; 
3. Nutrient Management; 4. Recordkeeping; 5. Feed Management; and, 6. Other Utilization Activities. A CNMP 
would be constructed to meet specific criteria for the first four elements. The last two elements are planning 
considerations and do not have a specific set of criteria associated with them. 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Feed Management (592): Managing the quantity of available nutrients fed to livestock and poultry for their 
intended purpose. 

Irrigation Water Management (449): Irrigation water management is the process of determining and controlling 
the volume, frequency, and application rate of irrigation water in a planned, efficient manner. 

Nutrient Management (590): Managing the amount, source, placement, form and timing of the application of plant 
nutrients and soil amendments. 

Waste Utilization (633): Using agricultural wastes such as manure and wastewater or other organic residues. 

 



2.14 Pest Management 

   

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Pest Management. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, 
plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  



 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected Pest Management. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG’s) or, electronically as e-FOTG’s. 

Pest Management (595): Utilizing environmentally sensitive prevention, avoidance, monitoring and suppression 
strategies, to manage weeds, insects, diseases, animals and other organisms (including invasive and non-invasive 
species), that directly or indirectly cause damage or annoyance. 

 



2.15 Roads, Trails, and Construction 

  

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Roads, Trails and Construction. Report selection criteria include location, program, time 
period, plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  



 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 
communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Access Roads. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 



Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Access Road (560): A travel-way for equipment and vehicles constructed as part of a conservation plan. 

Animal Trails and Walkways (575): Established lanes or travel ways that facilitate animal movement. 

Forest Trails and Landings (655): A route, travel-way or cleared area within a forest. 

Heavy Use Area Protection (561): The stabilization of areas frequently and intensively used by people, animals 
or vehicles by establishing vegetative cover, by surfacing with suitable materials, and/or by installing needed 
structures. 

Land Clearing (460): Removing trees, stumps, and other vegetation to achieve a conservation objective. 

Land Reclamation, Landslide Treatment (453): Treating in place materials, mine spoil (excavated over-burden), 
mine waste or overburden to reduce down slope movement. 

Land Reclamation, Toxic Discharge Control (455): Control of acid or otherwise toxic aqueous discharge from 
abandoned mines or mine waste. 

Land Reconstruction, Abandoned Mined Land (543): Restoring land and water areas that are adversely 
affected by past mining practices increasing the productivity of the areas for a beneficial use. 

Land Reconstruction, Currently Mined Land (544): Restoring currently mined land to an acceptable form and 
planned use. 

Recreation Trail and Walkway (568): A pathway for pedestrian, equestrian, bicycle and other off-road modes of 
travel through or to recreation resources. 

Spoil Spreading (572): Disposing of surplus excavated materials. 

 



2.16 Water Detention/Retention 

   

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Water Detention and Retention. Report selection criteria include location, program, time 
period, plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  



 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Water and Sediment Control Basin. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Dam (402): An artificial barrier that can impound water for one or more beneficial purposes. 

Dam, Diversion (348): A structure built to divert all or part of the water from a waterway or a stream. 

Dike (356): A barrier constructed of earth or manufactured materials. 

Dry Hydrant (432): A non-pressurized permanent pipe assembly system installed into water source that permits 
the withdrawal of water by suction. 

Grade Stabilization Structure (410): A structure used to control the grade and head cutting in natural or artificial 
channels. 

Irrigation or Regulating Reservoir (552): A small storage reservoir constructed to regulate an irrigation water 
supply. 

Irrigation Storage Reservoir (436): An irrigation water storage structure made by constructing a dam, 
embankment, or pit. 

Irrigation System, Tailwater Recovery (447): A planned irrigation system in which all facilities utilized for the 
collection, storage, and transportation of irrigation tailwater for reuse have been installed. 

Pond (378): A water impoundment made by constructing an embankment or by excavating a pit or dugout. 

In this standard, ponds constructed by the first method are referred to as embankment ponds, and those 
constructed by the second method are referred to as excavated ponds. Ponds constructed by both the excavation 
and the embankment methods are classified as embankment ponds if the depth of water impounded against the 
embankment at the auxiliary spillway elevation is 3 feet or more. 

Pond Sealing or Lining, (521A-C): A liner for a pond or waste impoundment consisting of a compacted soil-
bentonite mixture. 

Sediment Basin (350): A basin constructed to collect and store debris or sediment. 

Water and Sediment Control Basin (638): An earth embankment or a combination ridge and channel generally 
constructed across the slope and minor watercourses to form a sediment trap and water detention basin. 



2.17 Water Management 

  

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Water Management. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, 
plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions). 

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  



 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 
communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected Structure for Water Control. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 



Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Bedding (310): Plowing, blading, or otherwise elevating the surface of flat land into a series of broad, low ridges 
separated by shallow, parallel channels with positive drainage. 

Drainage Water Management (554): Control of water surface elevations and discharge from surface and 
subsurface drainage systems. 

Mole Drain (482): An underground conduit constructed by pulling a bullet-shaped cylinder through the soil. 

Open Channel (582): Constructing or improving a channel either natural or artificial, in which water flows with a 
free surface. 

Precision Land Forming (462): Reshaping the surface of land to planned grades. 

Pumping Plant (533): A pumping facility installed to transfer water for a conservation need. 

Recreation Land Grading and Shaping (566): Reshaping the surface of the land to support recreation land use. 

Runoff Management System (570): A system for controlling excess runoff caused by construction operations at 
development sites, changes in land use, or other land disturbances. 

Structure for Water Control (587): A structure in a water management system that conveys water, controls the 
direction or rate of flow, maintains a desired water surface elevation or measures water. 

Subsurface Drain (606): A conduit, such as corrugated plastic tubing, tile, or pipe, installed beneath the ground 
surface to collect and/or convey drainage water. 

Surface Drainage (607, 608): A graded ditch for collecting excess water in a field and also, an open drainage 
ditch constructed to a designed size and grade. 

Underground Outlet (620): A conduit installed beneath the surface of the ground to collect surface water and 
convey it to a suitable outlet. 

Vertical Drain (630): A well, pipe, pit, or bore in porous, underground strata into which drainage water can be 
discharged. 

 

 



2.18 Water Supply 

  

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Water Supply. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, 
plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  



 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected is Pond. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Dry Hydrant (432): A non-pressurized permanent pipe assembly system installed into water source that permits 
the withdrawal of water by suction. 

Pipeline (516): Pipeline having an inside diameter of 8 inches or less. 

Pond (378): A water impoundment made by constructing an embankment or by excavating a pit or dugout. In this 
standard, ponds constructed by the first method are referred to as embankment ponds, and those constructed by 
the second method are referred to as excavated ponds. Ponds constructed by both the excavation and the 
embankment methods are classified as embankment ponds if the depth of water impounded against the 
embankment at the auxiliary spillway elevation is 3 feet or more. 

Pumping Plant (533): A pumping facility installed to transfer water for a conservation need. 

Spring Development (574): Utilizing springs and seeps to provide water for a conservation need. 

Water Harvesting Catchment (636): A facility for collecting and storing runoff from precipitation. 

Watering Facility (614): A device (tank, trough, or other watertight container) for providing animal access to water. 

Wildlife Watering Facility (648): Develop, improve, or modify watering places and systems for wildlife. 

Irrigation Water Conveyance, Pipeline, (430AA-HH): A pipeline and appurtenances installed in an irrigation 
system. 

 Above Ground Multi-Outlet Pipeline (431): a multi-outlet pipeline installed above ground. 



2.19 Well and Shaft Technology 

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Well and Shaft Technology. Report selection criteria include location, program, time 
period, plan/applied, land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  



 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Water Well (642) (no). 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Monitoring Well (353): A well designed and installed to obtain representative ground water quality samples and 
hydrogeologic information from an aquifer. 

Mine Shaft and Adit Closing (457): Filling underground mines or closing exposed openings. 

Pumping Plant (533): A pumping facility installed to transfer water for a conservation need. 

Vertical Drain (630): A well, pipe, pit, or bore in porous, underground strata into which drainage water can be 
discharged. 

Water Well (642): A hole drilled, dug, driven, bored, jetted or otherwise constructed to an aquifer. 

Well Decommissioning (351): The sealing and permanent closure of a water well no longer in use. 

 



2.20 Wetlands 

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Wetlands. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, plan/applied, 
land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).   

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  



 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected reflects Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Constructed Wetland (656): A constructed shallow water ecosystem designed to simulate natural wetlands. 

Dike (356): A barrier constructed of earth or manufactured materials. 

Structure for Water Control (587): A structure in a water management system that conveys water, controls the 
direction or rate of flow, maintains a desired water surface elevation or measures water. 

Wetland Creation (658): A wetland that has been created on a site location which historically was not a wetland or 
is a wetland but the site will be converted to a wetland with a different hydrology, vegetation type, or function than 
naturally occurred on the site. 

Wetland Enhancement (659): The modification or rehabilitation of an existing or degraded wetland, where 
specific functions and/or values are modified for the purpose of meeting specific project objectives. Some functions 
may remain unchanged while others may be degraded. 

Wetland Restoration (657): A rehabilitation of a drained or degraded wetland where the soils, hydrology, 
vegetative community, and biological habitat are returned to the natural condition to the extent practicable. 

Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management (644): Retaining, developing, or managing habitat for wetland wildlife. 

Wetlands Created, Restored, or Enhanced (657, 658, 659): Cumulative acres of 657, 658, and 659. 

 



2.21 Wildlife 

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for conservation 
practices generally associated with Wildlife. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, plan/applied, 
land use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  

 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  



 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 
communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map selected Stream Habitat Improvement and Management (395) (ac). 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected practice applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 



Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 

Early Successional Habitat Development/Management (647): Manage early plant succession to benefit desired 
wildlife or natural communities. 

Hedgerow Planting (422): Establishment of dense vegetation in a linear design to achieve a natural resource 
conservation purpose. 

Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats (643): Restoring and conserving rare or declining native 
vegetated communities and associated wildlife species. 

Riparian Forest Buffer (391): Riparian areas are ecosystems that occur along water courses or at the fringe of 
water bodies. Riparian forest buffers cover consists of trees and woody stemmed plants established to achieve a 
natural resource conservation purpose. 

Riparian Herbaceous Cover (390): Riparian areas are ecosystems that occur along water courses or at the fringe 
of water bodies. Riparian herbaceous cover consists of grasses, grass-like plants and forbs. 

Shallow Water Management for Wildlife (646): Managing shallow water on agricultural lands and moist soil 
areas for wildlife habitat. 

Stream Habitat Improvement and Management (395): Maintain, improve, or restore physical, chemical and 
biological functions of a stream. 

Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645): Creating, restoring, maintaining or enhancing areas for food, cover, 
and water for upland wildlife and species which use upland habitat for a portion of their life cycle. 

Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management (644): Retaining, developing, or managing habitat for wetland wildlife. 

Total Wildlife Habitat (395, 644, 645): Cumulative acres of 395, 644 and 645. 

Watering Facility (614): Develop, improve, or modify watering places and systems for agricultural lands and 
wildlife. 

Wildlife Watering Facility (648): Develop, improve, or modify watering places and systems for wildlife. 

 



2.22 Summary Conservation Practices 

   

Report Purpose: Information in this report shows the planning and implementation accomplishments for all conservation 
practices planned and applied. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, plan/applied, CNMP, land 
use, resource concern, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database and Performance Results System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Land Use: The report can show acres of planned and applied conservation plans for NRCS designated land uses.  “None 
Selected” represents summation of all land use categories.  (Refer to the National Planning Procedures Handbook for NRCS 
Land Use definitions).  



 Crop – Land used primarily for the production of field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops.  

 Forest – Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and the 
use is primarily for production of wood products.  

 Grazed Forest – Forest land that produces under-story vegetation that is used for the production of livestock.  
 Grazed Range – Rangeland that is primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native plant 

communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are 
ecologically managed using range management principles.  

 Hay – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted for hay, and 
forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.)  

 Headquarters – Land used for dwellings, barns, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and 
ranch operations.  

 Mined – Land on which the soil has been disturbed by the mining of minerals.  
 Native or Naturalized Pasture – Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 

livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Over-story trees are removed or managed to promote 
the native or introduced under-story vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is managed for its forage 
value through the use of grazing management principles.  

 Natural Area – Land or water used for the preservation, protection, and observation of the existing resources, 
archeological or historical interpretation, resource interpretation, or for aesthetic value. Some of these may be 
officially designated by legislation or other authorities.  

 Pasture – Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used primarily for 
the production of domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, 
fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 Recreation – Land and water used and managed for recreational purposes.  
 Urban – Land occupied by buildings and related facilities use for residences, industrial sites, institutional sites, 

public highways, airports, and similar uses associated with towns and cities.  
 Water – A geographic area whose dominant characteristic is open water, but which may include a large portion of 

intermingled land, including coastal marsh lands.  
 Watershed Protection – Land managed and used specifically for water production into streams, rivers, lakes and 

aquifers. Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife. 
 Wildlife – Land or water used, protected, and managed primarily as habitat for wildlife.  

Resource Concern: Elements of the natural resources that may be sensitive to change by natural forces or human activity. 
These elements directly impact the conservation planning process. A comprehensive list of resource elements is found on 
the Conservation Practice Physical Effects matrices in the FOTG. Multiple resource concerns may be present on a land unit. 
Selections will reflect the resource concern identified as the primary resource concern by the conservation planner. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: No map is currently available for this report. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 



Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP): A conservation system that is unique to animal feeding 
operations. It includes a set of conservation practices and management activities that address natural resource 
concerns dealing with manure and organic by-products, and their potential impacts on water quality. A CNMP 
addresses the following elements: 1. Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage; 2. Land Treatment Practices; 
3. Nutrient Management; 4. Recordkeeping; 5. Feed Management; and, 6. Other Utilization Activities. A CNMP 
would be constructed to meet specific criteria for the first four elements. The last two elements are planning 
considerations and do not have a specific set of criteria associated with them. 

Conservation Practice: A specific treatment, such as a structural or vegetative measure, or management 
technique, commonly used to meet specific needs in planning and implementing conservation, for which standards 
and specifications have been developed. Conservation practices are contained in the FOTG, Section IV, which is 
based on the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP). 

National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP): An NRCS Document establishing national standards for 
conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems associated with soil, water, air, plants 
and animals. These standards are further defined in local Field Office Technical Guides to establish the specific 
standards for local conditions. 

Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG or e-FOTG): Technical guides are primary technical references for NRCS. 
They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources. Technical 
guides used in any office are to be localized so that they apply specifically to an identified geographic area. These 
documents are referred to as Field Office Technical Guides (FOTG's) or, electronically as e-FOTG's. 



3.1 Brief Technical Assistance 

  

Report Purpose: This report consolidates the number of occurrences of brief technical assistance events that NRCS or 
partners conduct in the fiscal year. Allows NRCS to report the number of customers assisted who do not request formal 
planning assistance.  Report selection criteria include location, time period, and agency. 

Data Source: Performance Result System (PRS)  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selections are available for national, regions, sub-regions where applicable, and states. National will show 
national grand totals for all data, subtotals for each region and state. Region will show regional total and subtotals for each 
state in the region. Individual state will show a state total and subtotals for each county worked.  

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: There is only the brief technical assistance events choice for this report. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: The national, region, or state map shows the data at the county level. 



Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "number" by county) of the brief technical assistance 
events or individuals assisted as reported in each county. 

Uses: This report helps to document the complete work being performed by the field offices. If an individual or organization 
requests conservation information, the contact is credited to the field office. 

Cautions: This report does not count every individual that requests conservation information. Explanations of conservation 
programs to organization meetings of 3,000 individuals do not record 3,000 events of technical assistance, but would be 
recorded as 1 Brief Technical Assistance. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification 

Information:  Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Brief Technical Assistance: Includes assistance provided for field days, public presentations, meetings to 
support locally led efforts, and for direct responses to requests for information or other technical products. 
Inventories and Evaluations are included within this definition. Report a "Brief Technical Assistance" when 
assistance is a single transaction for services, this is equivalent to the term "Walk-In" used in Workload Analysis 
(WLA). Customer status data are not recorded when reporting this measure. 



3.2 Instances of Assistance by Customer Type 

   

Report Purpose: Information in this report consolidates the planning and application accomplishments by customer types.  
Customer types include all customer types, business, individuals, and unknown. Report selection criteria include location, 
program, time period, practice type: plan/applied CNMP, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Performance Result System (PRS) and Service Center 
Information Management System (SCIMS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

State Program: All state and local programs available for a selected state.  National program entry is not required to view 
state and local programs data.  Progress is reported to the parent national program. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Practice Type: Select Applied, Planned, Applied Count, or Planned Count. 

CNMP: Selections are available for all plans, plans identified as a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP), and 
plans not identified as CNMP’s. Default setting is All Plans. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 



 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The default map reflects All Customer Types. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "number" by county) of technical assistance events or 
individuals assisted as reported in each county. 

Uses: The report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in services provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership.  

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at www.nrcs.usda.gov/PRS 



3.3 Instances of Assistance by Demographics 

 

Report Purpose: This report consolidates the number of occurrences of assistance that NRCS or partners conduct in the 
fiscal year. Allows NRCS to report for a fiscal year the number of customers assisted.  Report selection criteria include 
location, program, time period, first time customer, agency and group representation by race, gender, and Hispanic/Non-
Hispanic origin.  Only individuals, not businesses are counted for parity. 

Data Source:  National Conservation Planning Database and Service Center Information Management System (SCIMS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national report 
includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State data, as well as 
data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and 
NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic codes.  
The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes to Chesapeake Bay 
drainage.   
  
Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

First Time Customer: Selections are available for all customers, first time customers and not first time customers.  For first 
time customers, if the individual customer appears in more than one plan or more than one practice, the first time they are 
reported on a practice for the fiscal year as either planned reported or applied reported is used.  The land unit location where 
that first practice is reported is used as the location.  The land unit location is not always the same as the plan location 
(administrative location). 



Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: No map is available for this report.  

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation district, 
hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Uses: The report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in services provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership.  

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends.  “No information” column indicates some or all data is missing 
for the customer assisted. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at www.nrcs.usda.gov/PRS 

Definitions: 

Group Representation: Data are provided for six race categories: White, Black or African American, American 
Indian or Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, Asian, and for operators reporting more than 
one race. Operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino origin are found in all of the racial groups listed. 

Race: 

• White or North Africa. It includes people who indicated their race or races as "White" or wrote in entries 
such as Irish, German, Italian, Lebanese, Near Easterner, Arab, or Polish. (See also Whites)  

• Black or African American refers to people having origins in any of the Black racial groups of Africa. It 
includes people who indicated their race or races as "Black, African Am., or Negro", or wrote in entries 
such as African American, Afro American, Nigerian, or West Indian.  

• American Indian and Alaskan Native refer to people having origins in any of the original peoples of North 
and South America (including Central America), and who maintain tribal affiliation or community 
attachment. It includes people who indicated their race or races by marking this category or writing in 
their principal or enrolled tribe, such as Cherokee, Chippewa, or Navajo.  

• Asian refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the 
Indian subcontinent. It includes people who indicated their race or races as "Asian Indian", "Chinese", 
"Filipino", "Korean", "Japanese", "Vietnamese", or "Other Asian", or wrote in entries such as Burmese, 
Hmong, Pakistani, or Thai. (See also: Asian American)  



• Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples 
of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. It includes people who indicated their race or races as 
"Native Hawaiian", "Guamanian or Chamorro", "Samoan", or "Other Pacific Islander", or wrote in entries 
such as Tahitian, Mariana Islander, or Chuukese. (See also: American Pacific Islander)  

• Some other race was included in 2000 census for respondents who were unable to identify with the five 
Office of Management and Budget race categories. Respondents who provided write-in entries such as 
South African, Belizean, or a Hispanic origin (for example, Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Cuban) (or even 
American) are included in the "Some other race" category. (Source: US Census, 2002) 

Gender: 

• Male 
• Female 

Ethnicity: 

• Hispanic 
• Non-Hispanic 

 

 

 



3.4 Parity Report 

 

Report Purpose: This report identifies the number of unique customers (decision-makers) that NRCS assisted within a 
fiscal year.  It provides three kinds of information; it estimates the total potential number of USDA program participants within 
a county, state or the nation, it allows comparisons between individuals receiving NRCS assistance and the estimated total, 
and it provides a means to evaluate the distribution of NRCS assistance between groups within a fiscal year and over time 
(trend).  The Ag Census does not routinely capture information on disabled operators and is not included in this report. 

Data Source: Performance Result System (PRS), Service Center Information Management System (SCIMS) and 2002 US 
Agricultural Census. 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selections are available for national, regions, sub-regions where applicable, and states. National will show 
national grand totals for all data, subtotals for each region and state. Region will show regional total and subtotals for each 
state in the region. Individual state will show a state total and subtotals for each county worked. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Map To: The default map reflects Total Individual Customers. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, and county. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "number" by county) of the technical assistance 
events or individuals assisted as reported in each county. 

Uses:  The report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in services provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership.  The NASS Ag Census data allows assessment of the potential customer base for USDA programs, the 
distribution of those customers for developing effective outreach programs.  However, it’s primary objective is to provide a 
means for evaluating program delivery within an area.  Each county, state, region or the nation has three rows associated 
with each Race, Sex, National Origin, and Disability (RSNOD) group; Census, Service and Disparity. 

The “Service” row indicates the unique individuals receiving NRCS assistance.  This information comes directly from SCIMS. 
Two values are provided, the number of individuals assisted and the percent of total participants assisted.  Example:  
10(10%) would indicate that 10 decision-makers received NRCS assistance and they represent 10% of the estimated total 
agricultural operators within that RSNOD group.   

The “Census” row indicates the estimated total number of agricultural decision-makers/operators within the RSNOD group, 
as determined by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This information is based on the most recent 



published Agricultural Census.  The “Disparity” row is a calculation based on the difference between the percent serviced 
within a particular RSNOD group and the reference group.   The reference group is non-Hispanic White Males.  

 

Examples and Interpretation of Disparity Calculations.   

Disparity equals the calculated difference between a non-reference group percent, such as Black non-Hispanic Females, 
and the reference group percent.   

Example 1:  Reference group 10%.  Non-reference group 10%.   

                    Disparity equals 10%-10% = 0.    

Example 2:  Reference group 10%.  Non-reference group 12%.   

                    Disparity equals 12%-10% = +2.   

Example 3:  Reference group 10%.  Non-reference group 5%.  

                     Disparity equals 5%-10%= -5%. 

Parity is a -10% to +10% value.  In the examples above we are still within parity, though we have served more or less of a 
percentage of one population relative to our baseline population group.  Data contained within this report are continually 
undergoing review and validation and are subject to change without notification.  (Note: the Disparity cell is conditionally 
colored.  If a group is under or over represented by no more than 10% the cell is light colored, greater than 10% or more it is 
a brighter darker color).  If the individual customer is associated with more than one plan or more than one practice, the first 
time they are reported on a practice for the fiscal year as either planned reported or applied reported is used.  The land unit 
location where that first practice is reported is used as the location.  The land unit location is not always the same as the 
plan location (administrative location). 

Cautions: It is important to recognize that the Agricultural Census is consolidated at the county level and then aggregated to 
the state and nation. Distribution of Agricultural Census based RSNOD data to a service center or watershed that crosses 
political boundaries is possible, but only provides a gross estimate of participant distribution and is not recommended. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at www.nrcs.usda.gov/PRS 

Definitions: 

Group Representation: Data are provided for six race categories: White, Black or African American, American 
Indian or Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, Asian, and for operators reporting more than 
one race. Operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino origin are found in all of the racial groups listed. 

The word Minority is used to designate a person or group of persons belonging to the protected classes covered 
by the Civil Rights Act of 1964. They are the following: 

American Indian or Alaskan Native: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North America, and 
who maintains cultural identification through tribal affiliation or community recognition (includes Aleuts and 
Eskimos). 

Asian or Pacific Islander: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, 
and Indian Subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands. This area includes, for example, China, Japan, Korea, the 
Philippines Islands and Samoa. 

Black (Not of Hispanic Origin): A person having origins in the black racial groups of Africa. 

Hispanic: A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish culture or 
origin, regardless of race. 



The racial/ethnic category identifies applicants and program participants by race, color, national origin and sex for 
the purpose of collecting and reporting racial/ethnic/sex data. For reporting purposes the categories include the 
four above, and White (Not of Hispanic Origin), person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, 
North Africa, or the Middle East. 

Race: 

• White refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North 
Africa. It includes people who indicated their race or races as "White" or wrote in entries such as Irish, 
German, Italian, Lebanese, Near Easterner, Arab, or Polish. (See also Whites)  

• Black or African American refers to people having origins in any of the Black racial groups of Africa. It 
includes people who indicated their race or races as "Black, African Am., or Negro", or wrote in entries 
such as African American, Afro American, Nigerian, or West Indian.  

• American Indian and Alaskan Native refer to people having origins in any of the original peoples of North 
and South America (including Central America), and who maintain tribal affiliation or community 
attachment. It includes people who indicated their race or races by marking this category or writing in 
their principal or enrolled tribe, such as Cherokee, Chippewa, or Navajo.  

• Asian refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the 
Indian subcontinent. It includes people who indicated their race or races as "Asian Indian", "Chinese", 
"Filipino", "Korean", "Japanese", "Vietnamese", or "Other Asian", or wrote in entries such as Burmese, 
Hmong, Pakistani, or Thai. (See also: Asian American)  

• Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples 
of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. It includes people who indicated their race or races as 
"Native Hawaiian", "Guamanian or Chamorro", "Samoan", or "Other Pacific Islander", or wrote in entries 
such as Tahitian, Mariana Islander, or Chuukese. (See also: American Pacific Islander)  

• Some other race was included in 2000 census for respondents who were unable to identify with the five 
Office of Management and Budget race categories. Respondents who provided write-in entries such as 
South African, Belizean, or a Hispanic origin (for example, Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Cuban) (or even 
American) are included in the "Some other race" category. (Source: US Census, 2002) 

Ethnicity: 

• Hispanic 
• Non-Hispanic 

 

 



3.5 Parity Report by Demographics 

 

 

Report Purpose: This report consolidates the number of occurrences of assistance that NRCS or partners conduct in the 
fiscal year. Allows NRCS to report the number of customers assisted by program.  Report selection criteria include location, 
program, time period, and group representation by race, gender, and Hispanic/Non-Hispanic origin. 

Data Source: Performance Result System (PRS), Service Center Information Management System (SCIMS) and 2002 US 
Agricultural Census. 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selections are available for national, regions, sub-regions where applicable, and states. National will show 
national grand totals for all data, subtotals for each region and state. Region will show regional total and subtotals for each 
state in the region. Individual state will show a state total and subtotals for each county worked. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Map To: The default map reflects Total Individual Customers.  

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, and county. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "number" by county) of the technical assistance 
events or individuals assisted as reported in each county. 

Uses:  The report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in services provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership.  The NASS Ag Census data allows assessment of the potential customer base for USDA programs, the 
distribution of those customers for developing effective outreach programs.  However, it’s primary objective is to provide a 
means for evaluating program delivery within an area.  Each county, state, region or the nation has three rows associated 
with each Race, Sex, National Origin, and Disability (RSNOD) group; Census, Service and Disparity. 

The “Service” row indicates the unique individuals receiving NRCS assistance.  This information comes directly from SCIMS. 
Two values are provided, the number of individuals assisted and the percent of total participants assisted.  Example:  
10(10%) would indicate that 10 decision-makers received NRCS assistance and they represent 10% of the estimated total 
agricultural operators within that RSNOD group.   

The “Census” row indicates the estimated total number of agricultural decision-makers/operators within the RSNOD group, 
as determined by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This information is based on the most recent 



published Agricultural Census.  The “Disparity” row is a calculation based on the difference between the percent serviced 
within a particular RSNOD group and the reference group.   The reference group is non-Hispanic White Males.  

 

Examples and Interpretation of Disparity Calculations.   

Disparity equals the calculated difference between a non-reference group percent, such as Black non-Hispanic Females, 
and the reference group percent.   

Example 1:  Reference group 10%.  Non-reference group 10%.   

                    Disparity equals 10%-10% = 0.    

Example 2:  Reference group 10%.  Non-reference group 12%.   

                    Disparity equals 12%-10% = +2.   

Example 3:  Reference group 10%.  Non-reference group 5%.  

                     Disparity equals 5%-10%= -5%. 

Parity is a -10% to +10% value.  In the examples above we are still within parity, though we have served more or less of a 
percentage of one population relative to our baseline population group.  Data contained within this report are continually 
undergoing review and validation and are subject to change without notification.  (Note: the Disparity cell is conditionally 
colored.  If a group is under or over represented by no more than 10% the cell is light colored, greater than 10% or more it is 
a brighter darker color).  If the individual customer is associated with more than one plan or more than one practice, the first 
time they are reported on a practice for the fiscal year as either planned reported or applied reported is used.  The land unit 
location where that first practice is reported is used as the location.  The land unit location is not always the same as the 
plan location (administrative location). 

Cautions: It is important to recognize that the Agricultural Census is consolidated at the county level and then aggregated to 
the state and nation. Distribution of Agricultural Census based RSNOD data to a service center or watershed that crosses 
political boundaries is possible, but only provides a gross estimate of participant distribution and is not recommended. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at www.nrcs.usda.gov/PRS 

Definitions: 

Group Representation: Data are provided for six race categories: White, Black or African American, American 
Indian or Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, Asian, and for operators reporting more than 
one race. Operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino origin are found in all of the racial groups listed. 

The word Minority is used to designate a person or group of persons belonging to the protected classes covered 
by the Civil Rights Act of 1964. They are the following: 

American Indian or Alaskan Native: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North America, and 
who maintains cultural identification through tribal affiliation or community recognition (includes Aleuts and 
Eskimos). 

Asian or Pacific Islander: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, 
and Indian Subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands. This area includes, for example, China, Japan, Korea, the 
Philippines Islands and Samoa. 

Black (Not of Hispanic Origin): A person having origins in the black racial groups of Africa. 

Hispanic: A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish culture or 
origin, regardless of race. 



The racial/ethnic category identifies applicants and program participants by race, color, national origin and sex for 
the purpose of collecting and reporting racial/ethnic/sex data. For reporting purposes the categories include the 
four above, and White (Not of Hispanic Origin), person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, 
North Africa, or the Middle East. 

Race: 
 White refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa. It 

includes people who indicated their race or races as "White" or wrote in entries such as Irish, German, Italian, 
Lebanese, Near Easterner, Arab, or Polish. (See also Whites)  

 Black or African American refers to people having origins in any of the Black racial groups of Africa. It includes 
people who indicated their race or races as "Black, African Am., or Negro", or wrote in entries such as African 
American, Afro American, Nigerian, or West Indian.  

 American Indian and Alaskan Native refer to people having origins in any of the original peoples of North and 
South America (including Central America), and who maintain tribal affiliation or community attachment. It includes 
people who indicated their race or races by marking this category or writing in their principal or enrolled tribe, such 
as Cherokee, Chippewa, or Navajo.  

 Asian refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian 
subcontinent. It includes people who indicated their race or races as "Asian Indian", "Chinese", "Filipino", "Korean", 
"Japanese", "Vietnamese", or "Other Asian", or wrote in entries such as Burmese, Hmong, Pakistani, or Thai. (See 
also: Asian American)  

 Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander refer to people having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, 
Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. It includes people who indicated their race or races as "Native Hawaiian", 
"Guamanian or Chamorro", "Samoan", or "Other Pacific Islander", or wrote in entries such as Tahitian, Mariana 
Islander, or Chuukese. (See also: American Pacific Islander)  

 Some other race was included in 2000 census for respondents who were unable to identify with the five Office of 
Management and Budget race categories. Respondents who provided write-in entries such as South African, 
Belizean, or a Hispanic origin (for example, Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Cuban) (or even American) are included in 
the "Some other race" category. (Source: US Census, 2002) 

Gender: 

 Male 
 Female 

 
Ethnicity: 
 

 Hispanic 
 Non-Hispanic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4.2 Cultural Resources Tribal Consultation by State, Tribe and Conservation 
Program 

 

Report Purpose: Information in this report illustrates the consultation activities by State, Tribe, and program administered 
by NRCS. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS), Field Level Measure entry. 

Data Updating Frequency: PRS (Annually) 

Location: Data listed states. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Fiscal Year: Choices include past and current fiscal year data. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: State.   

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in consultation services provided to Native American 
Tribes by the conservation partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: This report was generated on Monday, October 31, 2005. The report database was last updated on Saturday, 
October 01, 2005 4:14 AM. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Tribe:  Federally-recognized tribes, as listed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs that were consulted in the 
identification, investigation, review, and treatment of cultural sites and areas. 

Undertakings Reviewed: Review of project, activity, or program under the direct or indirect jurisdiction of NRCS 
that is an undertaking as defined in NRCS Cultural Resources Handbook. Undertakings are recorded both as 
numbers of undertakings and acres of undertakings. 



Undertakings Reviewed that have the Potential to Effect Cultural Resources: Review of project, activity, or 
program under the direct or indirect jurisdiction of NRCS that is an undertaking that can result in changes in the 
character or use of National Register listed or eligible historic properties or cultural resources, if any such 
resources are located in the Area of Potential Effect (APE). Undertakings are recorded both as numbers of 
undertakings and acres of undertakings. 

Field Investigations Conducted: Examinations of areas that may be impacted (a project's APE) by undertakings. 
Field investigations are designed to locate and document the presence or absence of cultural resources. Multiple 
visits to one APE constitute one field investigation. Field investigations are recorded both as the number of field 
investigations conducted and acres covered by field investigations. 

Sites Identified: Historic or prehistoric sites, buildings, structures, objects, cultural landscapes or traditional 
cultural places, identified by NRCS field investigations or record searches that are within the APE. Sites identified 
are recorded both as number of properties and acres of properties. 

Sites Treated: National Register-listed or -eligible historic or prehistoric sites, buildings, structures, objects, 
cultural landscapes or traditional cultural places, identified by NRCS field investigations or record searches, and 
treated (this includes avoidance) to protect the values that qualified the identified site, building, structure, object, or 
place as eligible for protection. Sites treated are recorded both as number of properties and extent (acres).  



4.3 Cultural Resources 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates progress in the area of cultural resources reviews, investigations, and treatments by 
NRCS and the conservation partnership for a selected location. Report selection criteria include location, program, time 
period. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selections are available for national, regions, sub-regions where applicable, and states. National will show 
national grand totals for all data, subtotals for each region and state. Region will show regional total and subtotals for each 
state in the region. Individual state will show a state total and subtotals for each county worked. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Map To: The default map reflects Sites Identified (Number). 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State, and County. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected indicator applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership.  

Uses: This report can be used to assess the number and extent of NRCS efforts to identify and protect historic and 
prehistoric cultural resources. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches). 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 



Definitions: 

Undertakings Reviewed: Review of project, activity, or program under the direct or indirect jurisdiction of NRCS 
that is an undertaking as defined in NRCS' Cultural Resources Handbook. Undertakings are recorded both as 
numbers of undertakings and acres of undertakings. 

Undertakings Reviewed that have the Potential to Effect Cultural Resources: Review of project, activity, or 
program under the direct or indirect jurisdiction of NRCS that is an undertaking that can result in changes in the 
character or use of National Register listed or eligible historic properties or cultural resources, if any such 
resources are located in the Area of Potential Effect (APE). Undertakings are recorded both as numbers of 
undertakings and acres of undertakings. 

Field Investigations Conducted: Examinations of areas that may be impacted (a project's APE) by undertakings. 
Field investigations are designed to locate and document the presence or absence of cultural resources. Multiple 
visits to one APE constitute one field investigation. Field investigations are recorded both as the number of field 
investigations conducted and acres covered by field investigations. 

Sites Identified: Historic or prehistoric sites, buildings, structures, objects, cultural landscapes or traditional 
cultural places, identified by NRCS field investigations or record searches that are within the APE. Sites identified 
are recorded both as number of properties and acres of properties. 

Sites Treated: National Register-listed or -eligible historic or prehistoric sites, buildings, structures, objects, 
cultural landscapes or traditional cultural places, identified by NRCS field investigations or record searches, and 
treated (this includes avoidance) to protect the values that qualified the identified site, building, structure, object, or 
place as eligible for protection. Sites treated are recorded both as number of properties and extent (acres) of 
properties. 



4.4 Watershed or area-wide plans 

  

Report Purpose: This report summarizes number for Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) watershed or area-wide 
plans developed.  Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, and agency. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selections are available for national, regions, and states. The National report shows national grand totals for all 
data, subtotals for each region and state. The individual Regional reports show regional totals and subtotals for each state in 
the region. Individual state reports show state totals and subtotals for each county worked. 

Program: Only NRCS conservation programs Conservation Technical Assistance-General (CTA-GEN) and Conservation 
Technical Assistance-Grazing Lands Conservation (CTA-GLC) are valid for this report. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map To: The Map default reflects Watershed or Are-wide Conservation plans developed (Number). 



Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State, and County (when an individual State is selected). 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected indicator applied 
through assistance provided by the conservation partnership. The default map selected reflects sites identified. 

Uses: This report can be used to assess the number and extent of NRCS efforts to develop watershed and area-wide 
conservation plans.   

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches). 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Watershed or Area-wide conservation plans developed (number): The number plans developed to address 
water or air quality, flood prevention or mitigation, and for water conservation or water supply 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5.1 FRPP Lands Protected by Conservation Easements 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates progress for land protected by Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program (FRPP) 
easements. Report selection criteria include location, time period, and agency. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selection is available for the national level only.  National will show national grand totals for all data, subtotals for 
each region and state. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State 

Map Description: No map available for this report. 

Uses: This report can be used to assess the number of acres and extent of NRCS efforts to protect lands through the FRPP 
program.   



Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches). 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Farmland and Grazing land protected by conservation easements: Acres of cropland, grassland, rangeland, 
shrubland, incidental forestland, native or naturalized pasture on which NRCS has acquired a conservation 
easement, including easements acquired in past fiscal years. 

Cropland – All lands used for the production of crops, including: 
 

Cropland – Land used primarily for the production of row crops, small-grain crops, nursery crops, and 
other specialty crops, either alone or in association with sod crops; and land used for the production of 
crops not requiring cultivation, including orchards. 

 
Hayland – Land on which perennial plants are managed and harvested for hay. (Annual plants planted 
for hay and forage crops in short-term rotation are considered cropland.) 

 
Grazing Land – All lands where livestock is grazed, including:  

 
Grazed Forest - Forest land that yields understory vegetation that is used for the production of forage for 
grazing by livestock rather than for wood production products.  
 
Grazed Range - Rangeland that is used primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native 
plant communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced 
species, that are ecologically managed using range management principles.  
 
Native/Naturalized Pasture - Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 
livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Overstory trees are removed or managed to 
promote the native and introduced understory vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is 
managed for its forage value through the use of grazing management principles. (National Range and 
Pasture Handbook, September 1997) 
 
Pasture - Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used 
primarily for the production of livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments such 
as tillage, fertilization, mowing, or weed control. They can be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

Prime, unique or important farmland protected by conservation easements, from conversion: Acres 
classified as prime, unique or important farmland, as defined below, that are protected by the Farm and Ranch 
Lands Protection Program (FRPP) conservation easements that NRCS has funded, including easements acquired 
in past fiscal years. This measure is intended to be a subset of the “Farmland and grazing lands protected by 
conservation easement, cumulative acres” measure. 

Prime farmland is land that has the best combination of physical and chemical characteristics for producing feed, 
feed, fiber, forage, oilseed, and other agricultural crops with minimum inputs of fuel, fertilizer, pesticides and labor, 
without intolerable soil erosion, as determined by the Secretary. 

 
Unique farmland is land other than prime farmland that is used for the production of specific high-value food and 
fiber crops, as determined by the Secretary.  It has the special combination of soil quality, location, growing 
season, and moisture supply needed to economically produce sustained high quality or high yields of specific 
crops when treated and managed according to acceptable farming methods. 

 
Important farmland is farmland of Statewide or local importance and is used for the production of food, feed, 
fiber, forage, or oilseed crops.  The appropriate State or local government agency determines Statewide or locally 
important farmland with concurrence from the State Conservationist. 



5.2 GRP Easements 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates progress for land protected by Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) easements. 
Report selection criteria include location, time period, and agency.  

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selection is available for the national level only. National will show national grand totals for all data, subtotals for 
each region and state. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 



Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State 

Map Description: No map available for this report. 

Uses: This report can be used to assess the number of acres and extent of NRCS' efforts to protect lands through the GRP 
program.   

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches). 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Grazing land protected by conservation easements: Acres of grassland, rangeland, shrubland, incidental 
forestland, native or naturalized pasture on which NRCS has acquired a conservation easement, including 
easements acquired in past fiscal years. 

Grazing Land – All lands where livestock is grazed, including:  
 
Grazed Forest - Forest land that yields understory vegetation that is used for the production of forage for 
grazing by livestock rather than for wood production products.  
 
Grazed Range - Rangeland that is used primarily for the production of domestic livestock. Includes native 
plant communities and those seeded to native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced 
species, that are ecologically managed using range management principles.  
 
Native/Naturalized Pasture - Forest land that is used primarily for the production of forage for grazing by 
livestock rather than for the production of wood products. Overstory trees are removed or managed to 
promote the native and introduced understory vegetation occurring on the site. This vegetation is 
managed for its forage value through the use of grazing management principles. (National Range and 
Pasture Handbook, September 1997) 
 
Pasture - Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used 
primarily for the production of livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments such 
as tillage, fertilization, mowing, or weed control. They can be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5.4 Plants Materials Documents and Releases 

 

Report Purpose: This performance measure permits NRCS to report for each fiscal year the number of new conservation 
plant materials released to commercial growers. Report selection criteria include location and time period. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selection is available for the national level only.  National will show national grand totals for all data, subtotals for 
each region and state. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State 

Map Description: No map available for this report. 

Uses: The report counts the number of conservation plant materials released to commercial growers reported in the current 
fiscal year to the PRS.  Provides a picture of where the activity is occurring in the country. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches). 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

New Plant Materials Released to Commercial Growers: New conservation plant materials released to 
commercial growers. 

Plant Materials Technical Documents Prepared and Transferred to Customers: Technical documents about 
conservation plants or plant technology, published for distribution to the general public. 

 

 

 



5.8 Water Supply Forecasts Issued 

 

Report Purpose:  This report provides summary information as to the total number of water supply forecast issued within a 
given fiscal year.  Report selection criteria include location and time period. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selection is available for the national level only.  National will show national grand totals for all data, subtotals for 
each region and state. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State 

Map Description: No map available for this report. 

Uses: The report counts the number of water supply jobs created and reported in the current fiscal year to the PRS. 
Provides a picture of where the activity is occurring in the country. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches). 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Number of Water Supply Forecasts Issued: The number of water supply forecasts issued by the Snow Survey 
program. 



5.9 WRP Wetlands Protected Conservation Easements 

 

Report Purpose:  This report provides summary information as to the total number of wetlands protected as a result of 
Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) projects within a given fiscal year.  Report selection criteria include location, time period, 
and agency. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selection is available for the national level only. National will show national grand totals for all data, subtotals for 
each region and state. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State 



Map Description: No map available for this report. 

Uses: The report counts the number of WRP wetland acres protected and reported in the current fiscal year to the PRS. 
Provides a picture of where the activity is occurring in the country. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches). 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Wetland Reserve Program (WRP): a federally legislated conservation program that was established to protect 
wetlands. 

Acres of Wetlands enrolled in WRP 30 year or permanent easements: Acres of wetlands enrolled in WRP 30-
year or permanent easements, annually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5.10 CRP Program Eligibility Determinations 

 

Report Purpose:  This reports provides summary information as to the total number of Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) Eligibility Determinations within a given fiscal year.  Report selection criteria include location and time period. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selections are available for national, regions, sub-regions where applicable, and states. National will show 
national grand totals for all data, subtotals for each region and state. Region will show regional total and subtotals for each 
state in the region. Individual state will show a state total and subtotals for each county worked. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Map To: Default map selection reflects Program Eligibility Determination 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "number" by county) of CRP eligibility determinations 
made by the conservation partnership.  

Uses: The report counts the number of CRP eligibility determinations reported in the current fiscal year to the PRS. Provides 
a picture of where the activity is occurring in the country. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches). 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP): a federally legislated conservation program that was established to 
protect agricultural lands.  CRP provides technical and financial assistance to eligible farmers and ranchers to 
address soil, water, and related natural resource concerns on their lands in an environmentally beneficial and cost-
effective manner. The program provides assistance to farmers and ranchers in complying with Federal, State, and 
tribal environmental laws, and encourages environmental enhancement. 

 



5.11 HFRP Lands Protected by Conservation  Easements and Agreements 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates progress for land protected by Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP) 
easements and agreements. Report selection criteria include location, time period, and agency. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS). 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selection is available for the national level only. National will show national grand totals for all data, subtotals for 
each region and state. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State 

Map Description: No map available for this report. 



Uses: This report can be used to assess the number of acres and extent of NRCS' efforts to protect lands through the 
HRPP program.   

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches). 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Healthy Forest Reserve Program (HFRP): A federally legislated conservation program that was established to 
protect forest lands.  HFRP is a voluntary program established for the purpose of restoring and enhancing forest 
ecosystems to: 1) promote the recovery of threatened and endangered species, 2) improve biodiversity; and 3) 
enhance carbon sequestration. 

Forest land protected by conservation easements: Acres of forestland on which NRCS has acquired 
conservation easements. 

Forest land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and 
the use is primarily for production of wood products. 

Acres of forest land enrolled in HFRP 10 year cost share agreements: Acres of forest lands enrolled in HFRP 
10-year cost share agreements to protect forest lands, annually. 

Acres of forest land enrolled in HFRP 30 year to 99 year easements: Acres of forest lands enrolled in HFRP 
30-year or 99 year easements to protect forest lands, annually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6.1 Performance Summary by Affiliation 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates progress made towards achieving performance goals by NRCS and the 
conservation partnership for a selected location.   Report selection criteria include location, program and time period.  
“NRCS Only” represents only NRCS involvement.  “Joint Partnership” represents the reported progress difference between 
“NRCS” and “NRCS Only”.  “Partnership Only” indicates progress achieved by one or more of partnering affiliations 
excluding NRCS. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Program Operations Information Tracking System (POINTS), and 
Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be printed on national, region, or state basis. The National or Region selections also display 
States and States display all counties and service center offices within the state. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State, County, and Service Center. 

Map Description: No map available for this report. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 



For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

During FY2008 PRS is maintaining performance goals at the state and national level for national, state, and field measures 
which are summarized in the Performance Measures Business Definitions located at 
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/PRS_Training/2008/FY2008_Business_Definitions_11-27-07.pdf 

Measure: 0.10: Conservation plans written, acres: Conservation plans developed or revised during the fiscal year to treat 
soil, water, air, plant, and animal resource concerns. Conservation planning is conducted in accordance with the National 
Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH 180_600). All land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 0.20: Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed, number: Watershed or area-wide plans 
developed and approved. A watershed or area-wide conservation plan is developed with stakeholders or clients for a 
watershed or other geographic area defined by stakeholders or clients. The watershed or area-wide conservation plan 
addresses all identified resource problems, contains alternative solutions that meet the minimum quality criteria for each 
resource, and addresses applicable laws and regulations. These plans must include specific, quantifiable conservation goals 
and milestones for natural resource impacts. These plans cover an area comprised of multiple land ownerships and 
operations with common and interdependent natural resource concerns, and are on a larger scale than site-specific plans. 
Performance is reported in numbers.  

Eligible plans include:  
• Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed in accordance with the National Planning 

Procedures Handbook  
• PL-566 Watershed Plans developed by the Watershed Surveys and Planning Program (PL-06)  
• Resource Conservation and Development Project Plans that address natural resource concerns, in 

accordance with the Conservation Programs Manual 440_Part 513_Subpart C_513.26. 
 
Measure: 1.10: Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil quality, acres: Cropland and hay land on which at 
least one selected conservation practice to improve soil quality has been applied during the fiscal year. Cropland and hay 
land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.10: Land with conservation applied to improve water quality, acres: Land on which at least one selected 
conservation practice to improve water quality has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses are eligible. 
Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.11: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) written, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP) developed or revised within the current fiscal year. CNMP’s are planned in accordance with the 
National Planning Procedures Handbook, Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning Technical Guidance 
(NPPH_600.5). Performance is reported in numbers. 
 
Measure: 2.12: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) applied, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP’s) applied within the current fiscal year. Performance is reported in numbers.  
 
Measure: 2.20: Land with conservation applied to improve irrigation efficiency, acres: Land on which at least one 
selected conservation practice to improve irrigation water management has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses 
are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.10: Grazing and forest land with conservation applied to protect and improve the resource base, acres: 
Grazing or forest land units on which at least one selected conservation practice has been applied to protect or improve the 
resource base during the fiscal year. Grazed range, grazed forest, native and naturalized pasture, pasture, and forest land 
uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.20: Non-Federal land with conservation applied to improve fish and wildlife habitat quality, acres: Non-
Federal land on which fish and wildlife habitat management practices have been applied in the fiscal year. Performance is 
reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.30: Wetlands created, restored, or enhanced, acres: Wetlands creation (658), wetlands restoration (657), 
and wetlands enhancement (659) applied. Performance is reported in acres. 

 



6.2 Performance Summary by Quarter 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates progress made towards achieving performance goals based on the federal fiscal 
year timeframe of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three month increments referred to as 
quarters (Oct-Dec, Jan-Mar, Apr-Jun, and Jul-Sep).   Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, and 
agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Program Operations Information Tracking System (POINTS), and 
Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be printed on national, region, or state basis. The National or Region selections also display 
States and States display all counties and service center offices within the state. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period: Displays the current fiscal year. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 



 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available:  National, Regional, State, County, and Service Center. 

Map Description: No map available for this report. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

During FY2008 PRS is maintaining performance goals at the state and national level for national, state, and field measures 
which are summarized in the Performance Measures Business Definitions located at 
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/PRS_Training/2008/FY2008_Business_Definitions_11-27-07.pdf 

Measure: 0.10: Conservation plans written, acres: Conservation plans developed or revised during the fiscal year to treat 
soil, water, air, plant, and animal resource concerns. Conservation planning is conducted in accordance with the National 
Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH 180_600). All land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 0.20: Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed, number: Watershed or area-wide plans 
developed and approved. A watershed or area-wide conservation plan is developed with stakeholders or clients for a 
watershed or other geographic area defined by stakeholders or clients. The watershed or area-wide conservation plan 
addresses all identified resource problems, contains alternative solutions that meet the minimum quality criteria for each 
resource, and addresses applicable laws and regulations. These plans must include specific, quantifiable conservation goals 
and milestones for natural resource impacts. These plans cover an area comprised of multiple land ownerships and 
operations with common and interdependent natural resource concerns, and are on a larger scale than site-specific plans. 
Performance is reported in numbers.  

Eligible plans include:  
• Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed in accordance with the National Planning 

Procedures Handbook  
• PL-566 Watershed Plans developed by the Watershed Surveys and Planning Program (PL-06)  
• Resource Conservation and Development Project Plans that address natural resource concerns, in 

accordance with the Conservation Programs Manual 440_Part 513_Subpart C_513.26. 
 
Measure: 1.10: Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil quality, acres: Cropland and hay land on which at 
least one selected conservation practice to improve soil quality has been applied during the fiscal year. Cropland and hay 
land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.10: Land with conservation applied to improve water quality, acres: Land on which at least one selected 
conservation practice to improve water quality has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses are eligible. 
Performance is reported in acres.  
 



Measure: 2.11: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) written, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP) developed or revised within the current fiscal year. CNMP’s are planned in accordance with the 
National Planning Procedures Handbook, Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning Technical Guidance 
(NPPH_600.5). Performance is reported in numbers. 
 
Measure: 2.12: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) applied, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP’s) applied within the current fiscal year. Performance is reported in numbers.  
 
Measure: 2.20: Land with conservation applied to improve irrigation efficiency, acres: Land on which at least one 
selected conservation practice to improve irrigation water management has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses 
are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.10: Grazing and forest land with conservation applied to protect and improve the resource base, acres: 
Grazing or forest land units on which at least one selected conservation practice has been applied to protect or improve the 
resource base during the fiscal year. Grazed range, grazed forest, native and naturalized pasture, pasture, and forest land 
uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.20: Non-Federal land with conservation applied to improve fish and wildlife habitat quality, acres: Non-
Federal land on which fish and wildlife habitat management practices have been applied in the fiscal year. Performance is 
reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.30: Wetlands created, restored, or enhanced, acres: Wetlands creation (658), wetlands restoration (657), 
and wetlands enhancement (659) applied. Performance is reported in acres. 



6.3 Performance Summary by Measure 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates progress made towards achieving field level performance measure goals for a 
selected location and program.  Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Program Operations Information Tracking System (POINTS), and 
Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be printed on national, region, or state basis. The National or Region selections also display states 
and States display all counties and service centers within the state. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: NRCS, 
Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service Provider (TSP), 
or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress achieved 
with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 



 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available:  National, Regional, State, County and Service Center. 

Map Description: No map is available for this report. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

During FY2008 PRS is maintaining performance goals at the state and national level for national, state, and field measures 
which are summarized in the Performance Measures Business Definitions located at 
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/PRS_Training/2008/FY2008_Business_Definitions_11-27-07.pdf 

Measure: 0.10: Conservation plans written, acres: Conservation plans developed or revised during the fiscal year to treat 
soil, water, air, plant, and animal resource concerns. Conservation planning is conducted in accordance with the National 
Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH 180_600). All land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 0.20: Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed, number: Watershed or area-wide plans 
developed and approved. A watershed or area-wide conservation plan is developed with stakeholders or clients for a 
watershed or other geographic area defined by stakeholders or clients. The watershed or area-wide conservation plan 
addresses all identified resource problems, contains alternative solutions that meet the minimum quality criteria for each 
resource, and addresses applicable laws and regulations. These plans must include specific, quantifiable conservation goals 
and milestones for natural resource impacts. These plans cover an area comprised of multiple land ownerships and 
operations with common and interdependent natural resource concerns, and are on a larger scale than site-specific plans. 
Performance is reported in numbers.  

Eligible plans include:  
• Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed in accordance with the National Planning 

Procedures Handbook  
• PL-566 Watershed Plans developed by the Watershed Surveys and Planning Program (PL-06)  
• Resource Conservation and Development Project Plans that address natural resource concerns, in 

accordance with the Conservation Programs Manual 440_Part 513_Subpart C_513.26. 
 
Measure: 1.10: Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil quality, acres: Cropland and hay land on which at 
least one selected conservation practice to improve soil quality has been applied during the fiscal year. Cropland and hay 
land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.10: Land with conservation applied to improve water quality, acres: Land on which at least one selected 
conservation practice to improve water quality has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses are eligible. 
Performance is reported in acres.  
 



Measure: 2.11: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) written, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP) developed or revised within the current fiscal year. CNMP’s are planned in accordance with the 
National Planning Procedures Handbook, Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning Technical Guidance 
(NPPH_600.5). Performance is reported in numbers. 
 
Measure: 2.12: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) applied, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP’s) applied within the current fiscal year. Performance is reported in numbers.  
 
Measure: 2.20: Land with conservation applied to improve irrigation efficiency, acres: Land on which at least one 
selected conservation practice to improve irrigation water management has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses 
are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.10: Grazing and forest land with conservation applied to protect and improve the resource base, acres: 
Grazing or forest land units on which at least one selected conservation practice has been applied to protect or improve the 
resource base during the fiscal year. Grazed range, grazed forest, native and naturalized pasture, pasture, and forest land 
uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.20: Non-Federal land with conservation applied to improve fish and wildlife habitat quality, acres: Non-
Federal land on which fish and wildlife habitat management practices have been applied in the fiscal year. Performance is 
reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.30: Wetlands created, restored, or enhanced, acres: Wetlands creation (658), wetlands restoration (657), 
and wetlands enhancement (659) applied. Performance is reported in acres.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6.4 Performance Summary by Program 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates progress made towards achieving program goals by an individual field level 
performance measure.  Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, and performance indicator 
(measure). 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Program Operations Information Tracking System (POINTS), and 
Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be printed on national, region, or state basis. The National or Region selections also display states 
and States display all counties and service centers within the state. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Performance Indicator (Measure): The purpose of the Agency’s annual performance measures is to provide the link 
between the day-to-day activities on the landscape and the agency’s long-term strategic objectives, as outlined in the NRCS 
Strategic Plan, 2005 – 2010.  Report defaults to Performance Indicator (Measure) 0.10 – Conservation plans written (Ac). 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State, County, and Service Center. 

Map Description: No map is available for this report. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership.  

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. The “None Selected” column in this report is generally less 
than the sum of the performance credited each program.    Since a land unit can have multiple practices applied utilizing 
more than one conservation program, each program will receive credit. Program category column “None Selected” 
represents the unique acres treated with practices that contribute to the performance measure.  



Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

During FY2008 PRS is maintaining performance goals at the state and national level for national, state, and field measures 
which are summarized in the Performance Measures Business Definitions located at 
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/PRS_Training/2008/FY2008_Business_Definitions_11-27-07.pdf 

Measure: 0.10: Conservation plans written, acres: Conservation plans developed or revised during the fiscal year to treat 
soil, water, air, plant, and animal resource concerns. Conservation planning is conducted in accordance with the National 
Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH 180_600). All land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 0.20: Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed, number: Watershed or area-wide plans 
developed and approved. A watershed or area-wide conservation plan is developed with stakeholders or clients for a 
watershed or other geographic area defined by stakeholders or clients. The watershed or area-wide conservation plan 
addresses all identified resource problems, contains alternative solutions that meet the minimum quality criteria for each 
resource, and addresses applicable laws and regulations. These plans must include specific, quantifiable conservation goals 
and milestones for natural resource impacts. These plans cover an area comprised of multiple land ownerships and 
operations with common and interdependent natural resource concerns, and are on a larger scale than site-specific plans. 
Performance is reported in numbers.  

Eligible plans include:  
• Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed in accordance with the National Planning 

Procedures Handbook  
• PL-566 Watershed Plans developed by the Watershed Surveys and Planning Program (PL-06)  
• Resource Conservation and Development Project Plans that address natural resource concerns, in 

accordance with the Conservation Programs Manual 440_Part 513_Subpart C_513.26. 
 
Measure: 1.10: Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil quality, acres: Cropland and hay land on which at 
least one selected conservation practice to improve soil quality has been applied during the fiscal year. Cropland and hay 
land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.10: Land with conservation applied to improve water quality, acres: Land on which at least one selected 
conservation practice to improve water quality has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses are eligible. 
Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.11: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) written, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP) developed or revised within the current fiscal year. CNMP’s are planned in accordance with the 
National Planning Procedures Handbook, Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning Technical Guidance 
(NPPH_600.5). Performance is reported in numbers. 
 
Measure: 2.12: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) applied, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP’s) applied within the current fiscal year. Performance is reported in numbers.  
 
Measure: 2.20: Land with conservation applied to improve irrigation efficiency, acres: Land on which at least one 
selected conservation practice to improve irrigation water management has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses 
are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  



Measure: 3.10: Grazing and forest land with conservation applied to protect and improve the resource base, acres: 
Grazing or forest land units on which at least one selected conservation practice has been applied to protect or improve the 
resource base during the fiscal year. Grazed range, grazed forest, native and naturalized pasture, pasture, and forest land 
uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.20: Non-Federal land with conservation applied to improve fish and wildlife habitat quality, acres: Non-
Federal land on which fish and wildlife habitat management practices have been applied in the fiscal year. Performance is 
reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.30: Wetlands created, restored, or enhanced, acres: Wetlands creation (658), wetlands restoration (657), 
and wetlands enhancement (659) applied. Performance is reported in acres.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6.6 Goal Summary - State Measures 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates state level performance measure goals for a selected location and program.  Report 
selection criteria include location, program, and time period. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Program Operations Information Tracking System (POINTS), and 
Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be printed on national basis. The National selection displays Regions and all States. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.).  “None Selected” represents the total goals for all programs 
associated with the performance measure. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into three 
month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, and State. 

Map Description: No map is available for this report. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the conservation 
partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-owned 
farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and are 
subject to change without notification. 



Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

During FY2008 PRS is maintaining performance goals at the state and national level for national, state, and field measures 
which are summarized in the Performance Measures Business Definitions located at 
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/PRS_Training/2008/FY2008_Business_Definitions_11-27-07.pdf 

Measure: 1.00: Digital soil surveys (SSURGO) made available, number:  Published SSURGO-certified soil surveys 
available on the NRCS Soil Data Mart. Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 1.01: New or updated Web Soil Surveys, number: New or updated soil surveys published to the standards and 
specifications of the National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS), and made available in Portable Document Format (PDF) on 
Web Soil Survey. Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 1.02: Soil surveys mapped or updated, acres: Initial or updated soil surveys with accompanying field 
documentation mapped or updated within the fiscal year. All acreage meets the standards and specifications of the National 
Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS). Performance is reported in acres. 
Measure: 2.00: Water supply forecasts issued, number: Water supply forecasts issued by the Snow Survey and Water 
Supply Forecasting program. Performance is reported in numbers. 
Measure: 2.13: Long-term contracts completed during the fiscal year (all measures installed) for the purpose of 
water quality improvement, number: Long-term contracts to improve water quality where all Contract Item Numbers were 
completed by the end of the fiscal year. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 2.21: Dams rehabilitated or removed, number: Dams that have been rehabilitated or removed to protect or 
improve public health and safety. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 2.22: Dams with watershed rehabilitation plans authorized, number: The number of watershed rehabilitation 
plans that have been authorized. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 2.23: Flood prevention or mitigation measures installed, including structures, easements, and other 
measure, number: Flood prevention or mitigation measures installed during the fiscal year for the purpose of flood damage 
reduction. Reportable measures include: structures, easements, or similar measures. Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 2.24: Multi-purpose water supply reservoirs installed, number: Dams and reservoirs installed for the primary 
purpose of water supply or flood control. Other benefits may include, but are not limited to, recreation and wildlife habitat. 
Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 3.00: New plant materials released to commercial growers, number Definition: New conservation plant 
materials released to commercial growers. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 3.01: Plant materials technical documents prepared and transferred to customers, number: Technical 
documents about conservation plants or plant technology, published for distribution to the general public. Performance is 
reported in numbers. 

Measure: 6.10: Farmland, forest land, and wetlands protected by conservation easement, acres: Land under 
easement in which NRCS has acquired a property interest. Performance is reported in acres. Note: This measure does not 
include upland acres protected under the Wetland Reserve Program. 
 
Measure: 6.11: Prime, unique, or important farmland protected by conservation easements from conversion to non-
agricultural uses, acres: Prime, unique or important farmland, as defined below, that is protected by conservation 
easements. Performance is reported in acres. 



Measure: 6.12: Land and water resources benefited by RC&D projects, acres: Land and water resources benefited by 
completed RC&D land conservation, land management or water management projects. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 6.13: Local businesses created or retained in rural communities, number: Businesses created or retained 
through RC&D projects. Businesses created are businesses not in existence prior to RC&D assistance. Businesses retained 
are businesses established prior to RC&D assistance, for which RC&D assistance is used to retain it within the RC&D area. 
Businesses within the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors are eligible. Performance is reported in numbers



6.7 Goal Summary - County Measures 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates field level performance measure goals for a selected location and program.    
Report selection criteria include location, program, and time period. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Program Operations Information Tracking System 
(POINTS), and Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be printed on national, region, or state basis. The National or Region selections also 
display states and States display all counties and service center within the state. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.).  “None Selected” represents the total of all 
goals associated with the performance measure. 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections 
include: NRCS, Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, 
Technical Service Provider (TSP), or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress 
achieved with other agencies) 



 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved 

with other agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with 

other agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available:  National, Regional, State, County, and Service Center. 

Map Description: No map is available for this report. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the 
conservation partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-
owned farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation 
and are subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at 
http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

During FY2008 PRS is maintaining performance goals at the state and national level for national, state, and field 
measures which are summarized in the Performance Measures Business Definitions located at 
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/PRS_Training/2008/FY2008_Business_Definitions_11-27-
07.pdf 

Measure: 0.10: Conservation plans written, acres: Conservation plans developed or revised during the fiscal 
year to treat soil, water, air, plant, and animal resource concerns. Conservation planning is conducted in 
accordance with the National Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH 180_600). All land uses are eligible. 
Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 0.20: Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed, number: Watershed or area-wide 
plans developed and approved. A watershed or area-wide conservation plan is developed with stakeholders or 
clients for a watershed or other geographic area defined by stakeholders or clients. The watershed or area-wide 
conservation plan addresses all identified resource problems, contains alternative solutions that meet the minimum 
quality criteria for each resource, and addresses applicable laws and regulations. These plans must include 
specific, quantifiable conservation goals and milestones for natural resource impacts. These plans cover an area 
comprised of multiple land ownerships and operations with common and interdependent natural resource 
concerns, and are on a larger scale than site-specific plans. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Eligible plans include:  
• Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed in accordance with the National 

Planning Procedures Handbook  
• PL-566 Watershed Plans developed by the Watershed Surveys and Planning Program (PL-

06)  
• Resource Conservation and Development Project Plans that address natural resource 

concerns, in accordance with the Conservation Programs Manual 440_Part 513_Subpart 
C_513.26. 

 



Measure: 1.10: Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil quality, acres: Cropland and hay land on 
which at least one selected conservation practice to improve soil quality has been applied during the fiscal year. 
Cropland and hay land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.10: Land with conservation applied to improve water quality, acres: Land on which at least one 
selected conservation practice to improve water quality has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses are 
eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.11: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) written, number: Comprehensive 
nutrient management plans (CNMP) developed or revised within the current fiscal year. CNMP’s are planned in 
accordance with the National Planning Procedures Handbook, Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning 
Technical Guidance (NPPH_600.5). Performance is reported in numbers. 
 
Measure: 2.12: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) applied, number: Comprehensive 
nutrient management plans (CNMP’s) applied within the current fiscal year. Performance is reported in numbers.  
 
Measure: 2.20: Land with conservation applied to improve irrigation efficiency, acres: Land on which at least 
one selected conservation practice to improve irrigation water management has been applied during the fiscal 
year. All land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.10: Grazing and forest land with conservation applied to protect and improve the resource 
base, acres: Grazing or forest land units on which at least one selected conservation practice has been applied to 
protect or improve the resource base during the fiscal year. Grazed range, grazed forest, native and naturalized 
pasture, pasture, and forest land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.20: Non-Federal land with conservation applied to improve fish and wildlife habitat quality, 
acres: Non-Federal land on which fish and wildlife habitat management practices have been applied in the fiscal 
year. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.30: Wetlands created, restored, or enhanced, acres: Wetlands creation (658), wetlands restoration 
(657), and wetlands enhancement (659) applied. Performance is reported in acres.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6.9 Progress Summary - State Measures 

 

Report Purpose: This report summarizes progress made towards achieving state level performance goals by 
NRCS and the conservation partnership for a selected location and program.  Report selection criteria include 
location, program, time period, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Program Operations Information Tracking System 
(POINTS), and Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selection is available for the national level only. National will show national grand totals for all data, 
subtotals for each region and state. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections 
include: NRCS, Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, 
Technical Service Provider (TSP), or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress 
achieved with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved 

with other agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 



 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with 

other agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, and State. 

Map Description: No map is available for this report. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the 
conservation partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-
owned farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation 
and are subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at 
http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

During FY2008 PRS is maintaining performance goals at the state and national level for national, state, and field 
measures which are summarized in the Performance Measures Business Definitions located at 
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/PRS_Training/2008/FY2008_Business_Definitions_11-27-
07.pdf 

Measure: 1.00: Digital soil surveys (SSURGO) made available, number:  Published SSURGO-certified soil 
surveys available on the NRCS Soil Data Mart. Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 1.01: New or updated Web Soil Surveys, number: New or updated soil surveys published to the 
standards and specifications of the National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS), and made available in Portable 
Document Format (PDF) on Web Soil Survey. Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 1.02: Soil surveys mapped or updated, acres: Initial or updated soil surveys with accompanying field 
documentation mapped or updated within the fiscal year. All acreage meets the standards and specifications of the 
National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS). Performance is reported in acres. 
Measure: 2.00: Water supply forecasts issued, number: Water supply forecasts issued by the Snow Survey 
and Water Supply Forecasting program. Performance is reported in numbers. 
Measure: 2.13: Long-term contracts completed during the fiscal year (all measures installed) for the 
purpose of water quality improvement, number: Long-term contracts to improve water quality where all 
Contract Item Numbers were completed by the end of the fiscal year. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 2.21: Dams rehabilitated or removed, number: Dams that have been rehabilitated or removed to 
protect or improve public health and safety. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 2.22: Dams with watershed rehabilitation plans authorized, number: The number of watershed 
rehabilitation plans that have been authorized. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 2.23: Flood prevention or mitigation measures installed, including structures, easements, and 
other measure, number: Flood prevention or mitigation measures installed during the fiscal year for the purpose 
of flood damage reduction. Reportable measures include: structures, easements, or similar measures. 
Performance is reported in numbers. 



Measure: 2.24: Multi-purpose water supply reservoirs installed, number: Dams and reservoirs installed for 
the primary purpose of water supply or flood control. Other benefits may include, but are not limited to, recreation 
and wildlife habitat. Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 3.00: New plant materials released to commercial growers, number Definition: New conservation 
plant materials released to commercial growers. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 3.01: Plant materials technical documents prepared and transferred to customers, number: 
Technical documents about conservation plants or plant technology, published for distribution to the general public. 
Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 6.10: Farmland, forest land, and wetlands protected by conservation easement, acres: Land under 
easement in which NRCS has acquired a property interest. Performance is reported in acres. Note: This measure 
does not include upland acres protected under the Wetland Reserve Program. 
 
Measure: 6.11: Prime, unique, or important farmland protected by conservation easements from 
conversion to non-agricultural uses, acres: Prime, unique or important farmland, as defined below, that is 
protected by conservation easements. Performance is reported in acres. 

Measure: 6.12: Land and water resources benefited by RC&D projects, acres: Land and water resources 
benefited by completed RC&D land conservation, land management or water management projects. Performance 
is reported in acres.  

Measure: 6.13: Local businesses created or retained in rural communities, number: Businesses created or 
retained through RC&D projects. Businesses created are businesses not in existence prior to RC&D assistance. 
Businesses retained are businesses established prior to RC&D assistance, for which RC&D assistance is used to 
retain it within the RC&D area. Businesses within the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors are eligible. 
Performance is reported in numbers



6.10 Progress Summary - County Measures 

 

Report Purpose: This report summarizes progress made towards achieving field level performance goals by 
NRCS and the conservation partnership for a selected location and program.  Report selection criteria include 
location, program, time period, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Program Operations Information Tracking System 
(POINTS), and Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be generated on a national, regional, state, or selected watershed basis. The national 
report includes regional and State data, the regional report includes State data, and the state report includes State 
data, as well as data filters for county, congressional district, conservation district, 8 digit hydrologic unit, NRCS 
area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

The check box titled “Use two-digit Hydrologic Unit Code as Location” displays performance by 2 digit hydrologic 
codes.  The 2 digit delineation defines a region and not necessarily a watershed basin.  For example, the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed is contained within the “02” HUC region; but not all of the ”02” HUC region contributes 
to Chesapeake Bay drainage.   

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 



Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections 
include: NRCS, Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, 
Technical Service Provider (TSP), or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress 
achieved with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved 

with other agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with 

other agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, region, state, county, congressional district, conservation 
district, hydrologic unit, NRCS area, NRCS team and NRCS service center office. 

Map Description: No map is available for this report 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the 
conservation partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-
owned farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation 
and are subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at 
http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

During FY2008 PRS is maintaining performance goals at the state and national level for national, state, and field 
measures which are summarized in the Performance Measures Business Definitions located at 
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/PRS_Training/2008/FY2008_Business_Definitions_11-27-
07.pdf 

Measure: 0.10: Conservation plans written, acres: Conservation plans developed or revised during the fiscal 
year to treat soil, water, air, plant, and animal resource concerns. Conservation planning is conducted in 
accordance with the National Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH 180_600). All land uses are eligible. 
Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 0.20: Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed, number: Watershed or area-wide 
plans developed and approved. A watershed or area-wide conservation plan is developed with stakeholders or 
clients for a watershed or other geographic area defined by stakeholders or clients. The watershed or area-wide 
conservation plan addresses all identified resource problems, contains alternative solutions that meet the minimum 
quality criteria for each resource, and addresses applicable laws and regulations. These plans must include 
specific, quantifiable conservation goals and milestones for natural resource impacts. These plans cover an area 
comprised of multiple land ownerships and operations with common and interdependent natural resource 
concerns, and are on a larger scale than site-specific plans. Performance is reported in numbers.  

 
 



Eligible plans include:  
• Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed in accordance with the National 

Planning Procedures Handbook  
• PL-566 Watershed Plans developed by the Watershed Surveys and Planning Program (PL-

06)  
• Resource Conservation and Development Project Plans that address natural resource 

concerns, in accordance with the Conservation Programs Manual 440_Part 513_Subpart 
C_513.26. 

 
Measure: 1.10: Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil quality, acres: Cropland and hay land on 
which at least one selected conservation practice to improve soil quality has been applied during the fiscal year. 
Cropland and hay land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.10: Land with conservation applied to improve water quality, acres: Land on which at least one 
selected conservation practice to improve water quality has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses are 
eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.11: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) written, number: Comprehensive 
nutrient management plans (CNMP) developed or revised within the current fiscal year. CNMP’s are planned in 
accordance with the National Planning Procedures Handbook, Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning 
Technical Guidance (NPPH_600.5). Performance is reported in numbers. 
 
Measure: 2.12: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) applied, number: Comprehensive 
nutrient management plans (CNMP’s) applied within the current fiscal year. Performance is reported in numbers.  
 
Measure: 2.20: Land with conservation applied to improve irrigation efficiency, acres: Land on which at least 
one selected conservation practice to improve irrigation water management has been applied during the fiscal 
year. All land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.10: Grazing and forest land with conservation applied to protect and improve the resource 
base, acres: Grazing or forest land units on which at least one selected conservation practice has been applied to 
protect or improve the resource base during the fiscal year. Grazed range, grazed forest, native and naturalized 
pasture, pasture, and forest land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.20: Non-Federal land with conservation applied to improve fish and wildlife habitat quality, 
acres: Non-Federal land on which fish and wildlife habitat management practices have been applied in the fiscal 
year. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.30: Wetlands created, restored, or enhanced, acres: Wetlands creation (658), wetlands restoration 
(657), and wetlands enhancement (659) applied. Performance is reported in acres.  



6.12 Performance Summary - State Measures 

 

Report Purpose: This report summarizes progress made towards achieving state level performance measures for 
a selected location and program (vertical page format). Report selection criteria include location, time period, and 
agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Program Operations Information Tracking System 
(POINTS), and Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be printed on national, regional, or state basis.  

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections 
include: NRCS, Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, 
Technical Service Provider (TSP), or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress 
achieved with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 



 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved 

with other agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with 

other agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map Description: No map is available for this report. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, and State. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the 
conservation partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-
owned farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation 
and are subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at 
http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

During FY2008 PRS is maintaining performance goals at the state and national level for national, state, and field 
measures which are summarized in the Performance Measures Business Definitions located at 
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/PRS_Training/2008/FY2008_Business_Definitions_11-27-
07.pdf 

Measure: 1.00: Digital soil surveys (SSURGO) made available, number:  Published SSURGO-certified soil 
surveys available on the NRCS Soil Data Mart. Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 1.01: New or updated Web Soil Surveys, number: New or updated soil surveys published to the 
standards and specifications of the National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS), and made available in Portable 
Document Format (PDF) on Web Soil Survey. Performance is reported in numbers. 



Measure: 1.02: Soil surveys mapped or updated, acres: Initial or updated soil surveys with accompanying field 
documentation mapped or updated within the fiscal year. All acreage meets the standards and specifications of the 
National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS). Performance is reported in acres. 
Measure: 2.00: Water supply forecasts issued, number: Water supply forecasts issued by the Snow Survey 
and Water Supply Forecasting program. Performance is reported in numbers. 
Measure: 2.13: Long-term contracts completed during the fiscal year (all measures installed) for the 
purpose of water quality improvement, number: Long-term contracts to improve water quality where all 
Contract Item Numbers were completed by the end of the fiscal year. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 2.21: Dams rehabilitated or removed, number: Dams that have been rehabilitated or removed to 
protect or improve public health and safety. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 2.22: Dams with watershed rehabilitation plans authorized, number: The number of watershed 
rehabilitation plans that have been authorized. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 2.23: Flood prevention or mitigation measures installed, including structures, easements, and 
other measure, number: Flood prevention or mitigation measures installed during the fiscal year for the purpose 
of flood damage reduction. Reportable measures include: structures, easements, or similar measures. 
Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 2.24: Multi-purpose water supply reservoirs installed, number: Dams and reservoirs installed for 
the primary purpose of water supply or flood control. Other benefits may include, but are not limited to, recreation 
and wildlife habitat. Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 3.00: New plant materials released to commercial growers, number Definition: New conservation 
plant materials released to commercial growers. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Measure: 3.01: Plant materials technical documents prepared and transferred to customers, number: 
Technical documents about conservation plants or plant technology, published for distribution to the general public. 
Performance is reported in numbers. 

Measure: 6.10: Farmland, forest land, and wetlands protected by conservation easement, acres: Land under 
easement in which NRCS has acquired a property interest. Performance is reported in acres. Note: This measure 
does not include upland acres protected under the Wetland Reserve Program. 
 
Measure: 6.11: Prime, unique, or important farmland protected by conservation easements from 
conversion to non-agricultural uses, acres: Prime, unique or important farmland, as defined below, that is 
protected by conservation easements. Performance is reported in acres. 

Measure: 6.12: Land and water resources benefited by RC&D projects, acres: Land and water resources 
benefited by completed RC&D land conservation, land management or water management projects. Performance 
is reported in acres.  

Measure: 6.13: Local businesses created or retained in rural communities, number: Businesses created or 
retained through RC&D projects. Businesses created are businesses not in existence prior to RC&D assistance. 
Businesses retained are businesses established prior to RC&D assistance, for which RC&D assistance is used to 
retain it within the RC&D area. Businesses within the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors are eligible. 
Performance is reported in numbers
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6.13 Performance Summary - County Measures 

 

Report Purpose: This report summarizes progress made towards achieving field level performance measures for a 
selected location and program (vertical page format). Report selection criteria include location, time period, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Program Operations Information Tracking System (POINTS), 
and Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be printed on national, region, or state basis. For states, display filters selection for a county 
or service center within the state. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Agency: Displays the work performed by one or more members of the conservation partnership.  Selections include: 
NRCS, Conservation District, Resource Conservation and Development (RC & D), State Agency, Technical Service 
Provider (TSP), or Other. 

 Conservation District – Indicates reported progress by the Conservation District (may include progress 
achieved with other agencies) 

 Joint Partnership – Indicates reported progress difference between NRCS and NRCS Only 
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 NRCS – Indicates reported progress by NRCS (may include reported progress with other agencies) 
 NRCS only – Indicates reported progress by NRCS without the assistance of any other agency 
 Other – Indicates reported progress by an entity other than those listed (may include progress achieved with 

other agencies). 
 Partnership Only – Indicates reported progress by one or more of the agencies excluding NRCS 
 RC&D – Indicates reported progress by RC&D (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 
 State Agency – Indicates reported progress by a State Agency (may include progress achieved with other 

agencies) 
 TSP – Indicates reported progress by a TSP (may include progress achieved with other agencies) 

Map Description: No map is available for this report. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available:  National, Regional, State, County, and Service Center. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the 
conservation partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-
owned farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and 
are subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

During FY2008 PRS is maintaining performance goals at the state and national level for national, state, and field 
measures which are summarized in the Performance Measures Business Definitions located at 
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/PRS_Training/2008/FY2008_Business_Definitions_11-27-07.pdf 

Measure: 0.10: Conservation plans written, acres: Conservation plans developed or revised during the fiscal year to 
treat soil, water, air, plant, and animal resource concerns. Conservation planning is conducted in accordance with the 
National Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH 180_600). All land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 0.20: Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed, number: Watershed or area-wide plans 
developed and approved. A watershed or area-wide conservation plan is developed with stakeholders or clients for a 
watershed or other geographic area defined by stakeholders or clients. The watershed or area-wide conservation plan 
addresses all identified resource problems, contains alternative solutions that meet the minimum quality criteria for each 
resource, and addresses applicable laws and regulations. These plans must include specific, quantifiable conservation 
goals and milestones for natural resource impacts. These plans cover an area comprised of multiple land ownerships 
and operations with common and interdependent natural resource concerns, and are on a larger scale than site-specific 
plans. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Eligible plans include:  
• Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed in accordance with the National Planning 

Procedures Handbook  
• PL-566 Watershed Plans developed by the Watershed Surveys and Planning Program (PL-06)  
• Resource Conservation and Development Project Plans that address natural resource concerns, in 

accordance with the Conservation Programs Manual 440_Part 513_Subpart C_513.26. 
 
Measure: 1.10: Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil quality, acres: Cropland and hay land on 
which at least one selected conservation practice to improve soil quality has been applied during the fiscal year. 
Cropland and hay land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.10: Land with conservation applied to improve water quality, acres: Land on which at least one 
selected conservation practice to improve water quality has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses are 
eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
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Measure: 2.11: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) written, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP) developed or revised within the current fiscal year. CNMP’s are planned in accordance 
with the National Planning Procedures Handbook, Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning Technical Guidance 
(NPPH_600.5). Performance is reported in numbers. 
 
Measure: 2.12: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) applied, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP’s) applied within the current fiscal year. Performance is reported in numbers.  
 
Measure: 2.20: Land with conservation applied to improve irrigation efficiency, acres: Land on which at least one 
selected conservation practice to improve irrigation water management has been applied during the fiscal year. All land 
uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 3.10: Grazing and forest land with conservation applied to protect and improve the resource base, 
acres: Grazing or forest land units on which at least one selected conservation practice has been applied to protect or 
improve the resource base during the fiscal year. Grazed range, grazed forest, native and naturalized pasture, pasture, 
and forest land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres. 
 
Measure: 3.20: Non-Federal land with conservation applied to improve fish and wildlife habitat quality, acres: 
Non-Federal land on which fish and wildlife habitat management practices have been applied in the fiscal year. 
Performance is reported in acres. 
 
Measure: 3.30: Wetlands created, restored, or enhanced, acres: Wetlands creation (658), wetlands restoration 
(657), and wetlands enhancement (659) applied. Performance is reported in acres.  
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6.14 Performance by Program - County Measures 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates progress made towards achieving field level performance measure goals by 
program (horizontal report format).   Report selection criteria include location, time period, and agency. 

Data Source: National Conservation Planning Database, Program Operations Information Tracking System (POINTS), 
and Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: The report can be printed on national, region, or state basis. For states, display filters selection for a county 
or service center within the state. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Map Description: No map is available for this report. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available:  National, Regional, State, County and Service Center. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the 
conservation partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., privately-
owned farms and ranches) and is intended to reflect general trends.  The “None Selected” column in this report is 
generally less than the sum of the performance credited each program.    Since a land unit can have multiple practices 
applied utilizing more than one conservation program, each program will receive credit. Program category column 
“None Selected” represents the unique acres treated with practices that contribute to the performance measure. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and 
are subject to change without notification. 
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Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

During FY2008 PRS is maintaining performance goals at the state and national level for national, state, and field 
measures which are summarized in the Performance Measures Business Definitions located at 
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/PRS_Training/2008/FY2008_Business_Definitions_11-27-07.pdf 

Measure: 0.10: Conservation plans written, acres: Conservation plans developed or revised during the fiscal year to 
treat soil, water, air, plant, and animal resource concerns. Conservation planning is conducted in accordance with the 
National Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH 180_600). All land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 0.20: Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed, number: Watershed or area-wide plans 
developed and approved. A watershed or area-wide conservation plan is developed with stakeholders or clients for a 
watershed or other geographic area defined by stakeholders or clients. The watershed or area-wide conservation plan 
addresses all identified resource problems, contains alternative solutions that meet the minimum quality criteria for each 
resource, and addresses applicable laws and regulations. These plans must include specific, quantifiable conservation 
goals and milestones for natural resource impacts. These plans cover an area comprised of multiple land ownerships 
and operations with common and interdependent natural resource concerns, and are on a larger scale than site-specific 
plans. Performance is reported in numbers.  

Eligible plans include:  
• Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed in accordance with the National Planning 

Procedures Handbook  
• PL-566 Watershed Plans developed by the Watershed Surveys and Planning Program (PL-06)  
• Resource Conservation and Development Project Plans that address natural resource concerns, in 

accordance with the Conservation Programs Manual 440_Part 513_Subpart C_513.26. 
 
Measure: 1.10: Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil quality, acres: Cropland and hay land on 
which at least one selected conservation practice to improve soil quality has been applied during the fiscal year. 
Cropland and hay land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.10: Land with conservation applied to improve water quality, acres: Land on which at least one 
selected conservation practice to improve water quality has been applied during the fiscal year. All land uses are 
eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  
 
Measure: 2.11: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) written, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP) developed or revised within the current fiscal year. CNMP’s are planned in accordance 
with the National Planning Procedures Handbook, Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning Technical Guidance 
(NPPH_600.5). Performance is reported in numbers. 
 
Measure: 2.12: Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMP) applied, number: Comprehensive nutrient 
management plans (CNMP’s) applied within the current fiscal year. Performance is reported in numbers.  
 
Measure: 2.20: Land with conservation applied to improve irrigation efficiency, acres: Land on which at least one 
selected conservation practice to improve irrigation water management has been applied during the fiscal year. All land 
uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.10: Grazing and forest land with conservation applied to protect and improve the resource base, 
acres: Grazing or forest land units on which at least one selected conservation practice has been applied to protect or 
improve the resource base during the fiscal year. Grazed range, grazed forest, native and naturalized pasture, pasture, 
and forest land uses are eligible. Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.20: Non-Federal land with conservation applied to improve fish and wildlife habitat quality, acres: 
Non-Federal land on which fish and wildlife habitat management practices have been applied in the fiscal year. 
Performance is reported in acres.  

Measure: 3.30: Wetlands created, restored, or enhanced, acres: Wetlands creation (658), wetlands restoration 
(657), and wetlands enhancement (659) applied. Performance is reported in acres.  
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7.1 County Contribution to NRCS 

  

Report Purpose: This report illustrates the county-level contributions from non-NRCS sources to NRCS conservation 
programs for a selected location. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, and source  
contribution. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS) Field Level Measure entry  

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selections are available for the nation, regions, and states. National shows national grand totals for all data, 
subtotals for each region and state. Region shows regional total and subtotals for each state. State shows state totals 
and subtotals for each county. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Source Contribution: Contribution sources include federal, state, local or tribal governments, non-governmental 
organizations, soil and water conservation districts, or "other" sources such as volunteer organizations. 

Federal Government 
Local Government 
Non-Government Organization 
Other 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
State Government 
Tribal Government 
 
 

Map To: The default map reflects Total Contributions 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State, and County. 
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Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution in dollars by county of contributions by source. 

Uses: This report can be used to document financial assistance, technical assistance and to more accurately reflect the 
costs of NRCS programs and to demonstrate the leveraging of resources from non-NRCS agencies and organizations. 

Cautions: The data are collected and reported on a quarterly basis and may not reflect true contributions except at the 
end of each quarter. Also, the federal fiscal year may not coincide with the state or local fiscal years. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and 
are subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Financial Assistance: Typically includes funds from donations, grants, or other sources used to provide cost 
sharing or grants, including state and local conservation programs. 

Technical Assistance: Typically includes funds for salaries and benefits for technical, administrative or other 
staff as well as other operating expenses. 

Fair Market Value of Equipment or Materials: Non-financial contributions tangible in nature, such as maps, 
equipment, and etc. but does not include real estate values or buildings. Buildings or capital equipment owned 
by a contributing partner includes the fair market rental value. For example, if the fair market rental value is 
$1,000 per month, then the quarterly contribution would be $3,000. 
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7.2 Statewide Contribution to NRCS 

 

Report Purpose: This report illustrates the statewide-level contributions from non-NRCS sources to NRCS 
conservation programs for a selected location. Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, and 
source contribution. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS), State Level Measure entry 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selection is available for the national level only.  National will show national grand totals for all data, 
subtotals for each region and state  

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Source Contribution: Contribution sources include federal, state, local or tribal governments, non-governmental 
organizations, soil and water conservation districts, or "other" sources such as volunteer organizations. 

Federal Government 
Local Government 
Non-Government Organization 
Other 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
State Government 
Tribal Government 

Map Description: No map is available for this report. 
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Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional and State. 

Uses: This report can be used to document financial assistance, technical assistance and to more accurately reflect the 
costs of NRCS programs and to demonstrate the leveraging of resources from non-NRCS agencies and organizations. 

Cautions: The data are collected and reported on a quarterly basis and may not reflect true contributions except at the 
end of each quarter. Also, the federal fiscal year may not coincide with the state or local fiscal years. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and 
are subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Financial Assistance: Typically includes funds from donations, grants, or other sources used to provide cost 
sharing or grants, including state and local conservation programs. 

Technical Assistance: Typically includes funds for salaries and benefits for technical, administrative or other 
staff as well as other operating expenses. 

Fair Market Value of Equipment or Materials: Non-financial contributions tangible in nature, such as maps, 
equipment, and etc. but does not include real estate values or buildings. Buildings or capital equipment owned 
by a contributing partner includes the fair market rental value. For example, if the fair market rental value is 
$1,000 per month, then the quarterly contribution would be $3,000. 
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7.3 National Contribution to NRCS 

 

Report Purpose: This report displays the total contributions of financial and technical assistance as well as equipment 
values provided to NRCS as a national total in the fiscal year. Report selection criteria include location, program, time 
period, and source contribution. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS), National Level Measure entry 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Only national totals are displayed in this report. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, and Wetlands Reserve Program, etc.). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Source Contribution: Contribution sources include federal, state, local or tribal governments, non-governmental 
organizations, soil and water conservation districts, or "other" sources such as volunteer organizations. 

Federal Government 
Local Government 
Non-Government Organization 
Other 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
State Government 
Tribal Government 

Map Description: No map is available for this report. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National 

Uses: Shows the National total value of contributions provided through sources other than the USDA annual budget. 
Also shows the value our partners provided in accomplishing conservation of our nation's natural resources. 
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Cautions: These contributions are only required to be reported on a quarterly basis so the numbers are not truly the 
total monetary contributions up to the current month of the fiscal year. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and 
are subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Financial Assistance: The total number of dollars contributed by external sources to support agency 
conservation-related activities and initiatives. Specific examples include: dollars paid to landowners through 
state cost-share programs that implement NRCS practices, dollars contributed by a state or local government 
to complete soils mapping or digitizing, or dollars contributed by local or state units of government to conduct 
Conservation District activities. 

Technical Assistance: The total estimated number of dollars contributed by external sources to support 
agency conservation-related activities and initiatives in terms of technical assistance support costs. Technical 
Assistance includes funds for salaries and benefits for technical, administrative or other staff as well as other 
operating expenses. As a guide consider the kinds of expenses paid by NRCS from budget allowances for 
technical assistance. 

Fair Market Value of Equipment or Materials: The total estimated number of dollars contributed by external 
sources to support agency conservation-related activities and initiatives in terms of fair market value of 
equipment and/or materials. This includes non-financial contributions that are tangible in nature, such as 
maps, equipment, etc. Do not include real estate values, buildings, etc. If the building or capital equipment is 
owned by a contributing partner include the fair market rental value. If the fair market rental value is $1000 per 
month, for example. Then the quarterly value would be $3000. Partner funds used to pay rent, purchase 
equipment or supplies should be included with the technical assistance funds, since they are not an "in-kind" 
contribution. 

Total Contribution: The monetary aggregate of the three types of contributions. 
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7.4 Contribution to NRCS 

 

Report Purpose: This report displays the total contributions of financial and technical assistance as well as equipment 
values provided to NRCS in the fiscal year. The contribution values are recorded for each State and Region as well as 
a national total.  Report selection criteria include location, program, time period, and source contribution. 

Data Source: Performance Results System (PRS) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily) 

Location: Selection is available for the national level only.  National will show national grand totals for all data, 
subtotals for each region and state. 

Program: Official NRCS Federal conservation programs (e.g. Conservation Technical Assistance, Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, Grazing Lands Reserve Program). 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Source Contribution: This data identifies from whom the contribution originated. The sources are federal or local 
government, non-government organization, Soil and Water Conservation District, State or Tribal government, or Other. 

Map Description: No map is available for this report. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, and State. 

Uses: Shows the value of contributions provided through sources other than the USDA annual budget. Also shows the 
value our partners provided in accomplishing conservation of our nation's natural resources. 
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Cautions: These contributions are only required to be reported on a quarterly basis so the numbers are not truly the 
total monetary contributions up to the current month of the fiscal year. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and 
are subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 

For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Fiscal Year: Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken 
into three month increments referred to as quarters (Oct-Dec, Jan-Mar, Apr-Jun, and Jul-Sep). 

Financial Assistance: The total number of dollars contributed by external sources to support agency 
conservation-related activities and initiatives. Specific examples include: dollars paid to landowners through 
state cost-share programs that implement NRCS practices, dollars contributed by a state or local government 
to complete soils mapping or digitizing, or dollars contributed by local or state units of government to conduct 
Conservation District activities. 

Technical Assistance: The total estimated number of dollars contributed by external sources to support 
agency conservation-related activities and initiatives in terms of technical assistance support costs. Technical 
Assistance includes funds for salaries and benefits for technical, administrative or other staff as well as other 
operating expenses. As a guide consider the kinds of expenses paid by NRCS from budget allowances for 
technical assistance. 

Fair Market Value of Equipment or Materials: The total estimated number of dollars contributed by external 
sources to support agency conservation-related activities and initiatives in terms of fair market value of 
equipment and/or materials. This includes non-financial contributions that are tangible in nature, such as 
maps, equipment, etc. Do not include real estate values, buildings, etc. If the building or capital equipment is 
owned by a contributing partner include the fair market rental value. If the fair market rental value is $1000 per 
month, for example. Then the quarterly value would be $3000. Partner funds used to pay rent, purchase 
equipment or supplies should be included with the technical assistance funds, since they are not an "in-kind" 
contribution. 

Total Contribution: The monetary aggregate of the three types of contributions. 
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10.1 Plan Submitted Report 

 

Report Purpose: This report show the number of conservation plans that have been created in the National 
Conservation Plan Database (NCPDB) during the current fiscal year and the total number of plans have at least one 
practice reported in PRS as planned or applied.  Report selection criteria include location, time period, and source 
application. 

Data Source: NCPDB (Conservation plans submitted) and PRS (Conservation plans with a practice planned or 
applied) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily), NCPDB (daily) 

Location: Selections are available for national, regional, and states. National will show national grand totals for all data, 
subtotals for each region and state. Region will show regional total and subtotals for each state in the region. Individual 
state will show a state total and subtotals for each county. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Source Application: Conservation plans can be developed in Customer Service Toolkit, or entered directly into PRS. 

Map To: The default map reflects Plans in the NCPDB. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State, and County. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected performance 
measurement. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine current reporting status of conservation plans and practices. 

Cautions: This report does not provide sufficient data to show actual number of conservation plans developed or 
applied. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and 
are subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 
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For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Fiscal Year: Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken 
into three month increments referred to as quarters (1st Quarter=Oct-Dec, 2nd Quarter=Jan-March, 3rd 
Quarter=April-June, and 4th Quarter=July-Sept). 

Plans with a Practice Reported as Planned: Number of conservation plans created during the current fiscal 
year with at least one practice reported as planned in PRS. 

Plans with a Practice Reported as Applied: Number of conservation plans created during the current fiscal 
year with at least one practice reported as applied in PRS. 

Plans in the NCPDB: Number of conservation plans that have been created in the National Conservation 
Plan Database during the current fiscal year. 
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10.2 Practice Submitted Report 

 

Report Purpose: This is an activity report to show the total number of practice records reported as planned, applied or 
uploaded into the National Conservation Planning Database (NCPDB).  A practice record is created for each land unit 
the practice is planned or applied on. In some cases multiple practice records are planned on one land unit, as is the 
case of two or more specific waterways being planned on a single land unit.  Report selection criteria include location, 
program, time period, and source application. 

Data Source: PRS (Practice records reported as planned or applied), NCPDB (Practice records in the NCPDB) 

Data Updating Frequency: Performance Results System (PRS) (daily), NCPDB (daily) 

Location: Selections are available for national, regions, sub-regions where applicable, and states. National will show 
national grand totals for all data, subtotals for each region and state. Region will show regional total and subtotals for 
each state in the region. Individual state will show a state total and subtotals for each county worked. 

Period (Time): Based on the federal fiscal year of October 1 to September 30. Fiscal year data is also broken into 
three month increments referred to as quarters (1st - Oct-Dec, 2nd - Jan-Mar, 3rd - Apr-Jun, and 4th - Jul-Sep) 

Source Application: Conservation plans can be developed in Customer Service Toolkit, or entered directly into PRS. 

Map To: Default map reflects Practices Records in the NCPDB. 

Geographic Granularity Currently Available: National, Regional, State, and County. 

Map Description: The shaded polygon map shows the distribution (in "units" by county) of the selected performance 
measurement. 

Uses: This report can be used to determine broad distribution trends in service provided to customers by the 
conservation partnership. 

Cautions: This report does not show sufficient detail to enable evaluation of site-specific conditions (e.g., number of 
conservation plans developed or applied) and is intended to reflect daily activity levels. 

Data Quality and Validation: Data contained within this report are continually undergoing review and validation and 
are subject to change without notification. 

Information: Displays report generation data and when the database was last updated. 
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For additional information, PRS Help is available on the official PRS website at http://ias.sc.egov.usda.gov/PRSHOME/ 

Definitions: 

Practice Records: Each conservation practice entered into a conservation plan via Toolkit or PRS generates 
a data item called a record. If the same practice is planned or applied on different land units within a 
conservation plan, a record will be associated with each instance of that practice. 

Practice Records Reported as Planned: Total number of individual conservation practice records reported 
as planned in PRS. 

Practice Records Reported as Applied: Total number of individual conservation practice records reported 
as applied in PRS. 

National Conservation Planning Database (NCPDB): National database containing all Agency conservation 
plan information including plan dates, practices, acres treated, land use, resource concerns and location. 

 

 

 


